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Seeking sports 
stringers 


Do you have a passion 
for writing, photography 
and local sports? The Wa- 
bash Plain Dealer is now 
accepting applications for 
paid stringers for the up- 
coming winter sports sea- 
son. To apply, email your 
writing and photography 
clips, cover letter, resume 
and list of references to 
rburgess @ wabashplain 
dealer.com. 


Notice to readers 

To reduce risks to our 
employees and commu- 
nity, the Wabash Plain 
Dealer is closed to the 
public until further notice. 
Payments may be mailed 
to Wabash Plain Dealer, 
P.O. Box 309, Marion, IN 
46952, or called in. For 
news, call 260-225-4662 
or email news@wabash 
plaindealer.com. For ad- 
vertising, call 260-225- 
4947 or email tcampbell @ 
pmginmi.com. For circu- 
lation and customer sup- 
port, call 260-563-2131. 
The Wabash Plain Dealer 
is committed to providing 
the best product to its cus- 
tomers and appreciates the 
support during this time. 
For more local news con- 
tent, please visit wabash 
plaindealer.com where 
you will find all of the 
news that could not fit into 
today’s edition. Get your 
news faster by activating 
your online account which 
is included in your print 
subscription rates. Our 
stories appear online in an 
easy-to-read format as they 
are completed. Thank you 
for your support through 
this pandemic. 


Honeywell hosts 
annual Clark 
Gallery 92 County 
Art Show 


Honeywell Arts & Enter- 
tainment will be hosting 
its annual 92 County Art 
Show in the Honeywell 
Center Clark Gallery from 
Thursday, Jan. 7 to Mon- 
day, Feb. 15. The exhibit 
will be available for public 
viewing from 11am. to 


See PULSE, page A3 
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Parkview Health administers over 
7,000 vaccine doses in first round 


ISDH reports 44th 
COVID-19 death 
in Wabash County 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


On Saturday, the Indiana 
State Department of Health 
(ISDH) reported the 44th 
COVID-19 death in Wabash 
County. 


Wabash County’s rating 
remains in the orange or sec- 
ond-highest category. And, 
nearly every surrounding 
county is now in red, the 
highest category. 

After health care workers 
began receiving COVID-19 
vaccinations at locations 
around the state earlier this 
month, CVS Health began 
vaccinations at long-term 
care facilities in the state last 
week. 


At 12:09p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 14, Parkview Health 
made history by administer- 
ing the first COVID-19 vac- 
cine in the state of Indiana. 
Parkview Health public re- 
lations manager Tami Brigle 
said Parkview anticipated re- 
ceiving a shipment of about 
2,000 doses of the vaccine 
that week and 8,000 doses 
the following week. As of 
Thursday, Dec. 17, Brigle 
said they had administered 


more than 650 vaccines to 
healthcare personnel from 
Monday through Wednesday 
of that week. 

On Monday, Jan. 4, 
Parkview Health communi- 
cations director Jessica Foor 
said they had administered 
7,114 vaccinations as of Sat- 
urday, Jan. 2. 

More than 20,000 Indiana 
healthcare workers statewide 
have already registered to get 
their first dose. More than 50 


Callahan leaves post as WCS 
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superintendent after 16 years 
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After 16 years on the job, Wabash City Schools (WCS) superintendent Jason Callahan is leaving his post. 
As he moves on to IDOE appointment, the school board begins search for a replacement 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


After 16 years on the 
job, Wabash City Schools 
(WCS) superintendent Ja- 
son Callahan is leaving his 
post. 

On Tuesday, WCS board 
president Rod Kelsheimer 
said following their Mon- 
day, Dec. 21 meeting Calla- 
han “made the board aware” 
of his resignation. 

Kelsheimer said Callahan 


would soon be appointed as 
assistant secretary of path- 
ways and opportunities with 
the Indiana Department of 
Education (IDOE). 

In a joint statement, the 
WCS board members 
thanked Callahan for the 
“leadership and vision he 
has provided our district for 
the last 16 years.” 

“Wabash City Schools has 
built a reputation for being 
an innovative school district 
built upon relationships and 


this is in large part (due) to 
the foresight Mr. Callahan 
brought during his time as 
superintendent. While we 
are saddened to see Mr. Cal- 
lahan leave our district, we 
know he will continue to 
be an advocate for Wabash 
City Schools and the Wa- 
bash community. We wish 
him the very best with his 
new responsibilities,” stated 
the board. 

The board stated they 
would begin “an extensive 


WPD: ‘Overwhelming amount’ of 
concealed carry permit requests 


Nationally, the FBI 
completed a record 
number of background 
checks in December 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


On Monday, Wabash Po- 
lice Department (WPD) 
public information officer 
Matt Benson said they have 
seen an “overwhelming 
amount” of requests for 
concealed carry permits re- 
cently. 

On Tuesday, Benson said 
the WPD usually receives 


Erica Markiewicz 
Registered Representative 


16 N. Miami St., Peru 
765-473-7211 


between 20 and 30 requests 
per month. 

“We have done over 60 in 
a month,” said Benson. “It 
really varies, but it is a sub- 
stantial number.” 

This local increase follows 
a national trend. 

On Monday, the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investiga- 
tions (FBI) reported their 
National Instant Criminal 
Background Check Sys- 
tem (NICS) had complet- 
ed 39,695,315 requests 
in 2020, the most for any 
year. Thats up from the 
28,369,750 background 
checks they completed in 
2019. In December 2020 


alone, 3,937,066 back- 
ground checks were per- 
formed, the most for any 
single month. 

“Gun permits have been 
pretty consistent for the 
past year. It really depends 
on what is going on in the 
world as to our numbers and 
the rumors that spread that 
citizens get a permit,” said 
Benson. “By showing this 
process we hope it stream- 
lines the process for the cit- 
izens of Wabash.” 

Benson said gun own- 
ers who wish to apply for 
a concealed carry permit 


See PERMITS, page A3 


search” for their next su- 
perintendent and “welcome 
both internal and external 
interest in the opening.” 

“It is important that Wa- 
bash City Schools is able to 
build upon our recent suc- 
cesses and continues to be 
a leader in innovative public 
education,” stated the board. 

Kelsheimer said they 
would be utilizing services 
provided by the Indiana 


Indiana hospitals and clinics 
were expected to receive a 
total of 55,575 doses of vac- 
cine by the end of that first 
week of vaccinations, and 
additional shipments are ex- 
pected weekly. The vaccine 
requires two doses adminis- 
tered a minimum of 21 to 28 
days apart. 

“Supplies are hold- 
ing up well, and we have 


See COVID-19, page A10 


Walorski, 
Braun to 
object to 
Electoral 
College 
certification 


Congress set to 
confirm Biden as the 
winner on Wednesday 


By ROB BURGESS 
Wabash Plain Dealer Editor 


Indiana Republicans in- 
cluding Rep. Jackie Walor- 
ski and Sen. Mike Braun 
have declared they will join 
dozens of their congres- 
sional GOP colleagues in 
objecting to the confirma- 
tion of President-elect Joe 
Biden’s Electoral College 
win Wednesday. 

It’s unclear the extent to 
which GOP leaders in Con- 
gress will be able to control 
Wednesday’s joint session, 
which could drag into the 
night, though the challenges 
to the election are all but cer- 
tain to fail. Trump himself 
is whipping up crowds for 
a Wednesday rally near the 
White House. 

“The integrity of our elec- 
tions — and the faith the 
American people have that 
their votes are fully and 
fairly counted — is a corner- 
stone of our democracy. I 
share the concerns of many 
Hoosiers about irregularities 
in the way some states con- 
ducted the 2020 presidential 


See CALLAHAN, page A3 


See OBJECT, page A10 


Huntington officers 
cleared in shooting 
death investigation 


Special prosecutor: Shooting was ‘justified’ 


By ANDREW MACIEJEWSKI 
Chronicle-Tribune Editor 


The officers who shot and 
killed a man reportedly oper- 
ating a stolen backhoe used 
to destroy property on Dec. 
13 will not face criminal 
charges. 

Special Prosecutor D.J. 
Sigler Jr. said the “multiple 
gunshot wounds” that re- 
sulted in the “tragic” death 
of 36-year-old Matthew T. 


Melzoni, of Wabash, were 
justified, according to his 
investigation report released 
Tuesday evening. 

“The law enforcement 
officers who responded to 
this event were confront- 
ed with an immediate and 
deadly scenario: a known 
violent felon with a history 
of erratic behavior and seri- 
ous substance abuse history 


See SHOOTING, page A3 
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COVID was 2020's 
top religion story - 
but which story? 


here was never any 

question whether the 
global coronavirus pan- 
demic would be named 
the most important reli- 
gion-news story of 2020. 

The question was which 
faith-driven COVID-19 
story — out of a dozen or 
so — would top the Religion 
News Association’s Top 10 
list. 

According to journalists 
who cover religion, this 
was the year’s biggest 
story: “COVID-19 pan- 
demic claims lives of many 
religious leaders and laity, 
upends death rituals, ravag- 
es congregational finances, 
spurs charitable responses, 
forces religious observanc- 
es to cancel or go online 
and stirs legal fights over 
worship shutdowns.” 

But there was a problem 
on my ballot. The RNA list 
included another coro- 
navirus item focusing on 
religious liberty. In some 
cities and states, officials 
created pandemic regula- 
tions that claimed many 
institutions — from grocery 
stores to casinos — pro- 
vided “essential services.” 
Meanwhile, other institu- 
tions — like churches and 
synagogues — were deemed 
“nonessential.” 

The U.S. Supreme Court 
eventually ruled that reli- 
gious institutions shouldn’t 
face tougher rules than sec- 
ular groups and activities. 
It was wrong, for example, 
to ban masked priests from 
hearing confessions — out- 
doors, 10 feet away from 
masked penitents — while 
consumers were lined up at 
liquor stores. 

These conflicts continued. 
In a symbolic pre-Christ- 
mas press conference, Vir- 
ginia Gov. Ralph Northam 
explained why he thought 
religious groups should 
be willing to move their 
activities online and stay 
there — for now. 

“This year, we need to 
think about what is truly 
the most important thing,” 
Northam explained in the 
press conference. “Is it the 
worship or the building? 
For me, God is wherever 
you are. You don’t have 
to sit in the church pew 


for God to 
hear your 
prayers.” 

Bishop 
Robert 
Barron of 
the Catholic 
Archdiocese 
of Los Ange- 
les was not 
amused. The 
problem with this “secular- 
ized, Protestant-ized” view 
of worship, he said, is that 
it doesn’t work for believ- 
ers with ancient traditions 
that don’t work online, 
such as offering commu- 
nicants consecrated bread 
and wine. 

“A lot of us, for a long 
time, have been worried 
that the secular state has 
been trying to push religion 
out of the public square,” 
said Barron in a social-me- 
dia video. “Sometimes 
you'll hear this language: 
“Yeah, freedom of religion 
means freedom of worship, 
that you can kind of do 
your own thing behind the 
walls of your churches, just 
don’t come out in public.’ 

“Well, that’s bad enough. 
... Now we’re invading the 
private space of our own 
worship. Here’s a secular 
governor instructing us on 
the nature of worship?” 

For me, this First Amend- 
ment showdown was 
the most important reli- 
gion-news story of 2020. 
Here’s the rest of the RNA 
Top 10. 

2. Protests and riots 
follow the police killings 
of George Floyd, Breonna 
Taylor and others, with 
many religious leaders in 
the forefront. Many reli- 
gious institutions rethink 
their complicated histories 
with race. 

3. Joe Biden is the second 
Catholic to be elected pres- 
ident, with big assists from 
an energized religious left, 
secular voters and believ- 
ers in African American 
churches. 

4. Amy Coney Barrett, 
whose Catholic and charis- 
matic faith history faced in- 
tense scrutiny, joins a con- 
servative Supreme Court 
majority — replacing Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, whose lib- 
eral Jewish heritage helped 


Terry 
Mattingly 


shape her career. 

5. Police, using tear gas, 
clear out protesters so that 
President Donald Trump 
can pose with a Bible at the 
historic St. John’s Episco- 
pal Church near the White 
House. Many religious 
leaders express outrage. 

6. Once again, white 
evangelicals overwhelm- 
ingly vote for Trump, 
despite dissent by some re- 
ligious conservatives. Sur- 
prising numbers of Latino 
evangelicals and Catholics 
also back the president. 

7. Many governments and 
religious institutions op- 
pose human-rights abuses 
by China against Muslim 
Uighurs and others in the 
Xinjiang region, includ- 
ing the use of internment 
camps. 

8. The Vatican releas- 
es a long-delayed report 
on ex-cardinal Theodore 
McCarrick, showing that 
bishops, cardinals and 
popes failed to act on sexu- 
al-misconduct reports. 

9. Pandemic limits on 
worship gatherings spur 
opposition from some 
Orthodox Jewish groups, 
Catholic bishops and 
evangelical leaders. The 
Supreme Court backs 
challenges by Catholic and 
Jewish groups to rules in 
New York City and else- 
where. 

10. Liberty University 
president Jerry Falwell Jr. 
resigns amid a firestorm 
over risque social media 
posts and an alleged sex 
scandal. Claims of sexu- 
al misconduct are made 
against late evangelical 
apologist Ravi Zacharias 
and Hillsong pastor Carl 
Lentz. 

As religion newsmakers 
of the year, RNA poll vot- 
ers selected George Floyd 
and Breonna Taylor, whose 
killings by police officers 
ignited protests against 
racial injustice and made 
them iconic images of the 
Black Lives Matter move- 
ment. President-elect Biden 
was the runner-up. 

Terry Mattingly leads GetReli- 
gion.org and lives in Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee. He is a senior fellow at 
the Overby Center at the University 
of Mississippi. 


Here’s to new life in the new year 


he current president of 

Planned Parenthood is 
unafraid to use the word 
“abortion.” In a Christ- 
mas-season interview with 
The Washington Post, Alex- 
is McGill Johnson scolded 
those who would downplay 
the importance of abortion 
in her organization’s work. 
She says it is “stigmatizing’ 
to do so. 

For those who oppose 
abortion, this is a cause 
for gratitude. For decades, 
abortion has been subject to 
euphemisms from its advo- 
cates. “Choice,” “freedom,” 
“health,” are all used to 
avoid saying the actual word 
“abortion.” Which makes 
sense: Polls consistently 
suggest Americans don’t 
like abortion. And why 
should we? We know in our 
hearts that severing a child 
from its mother isn’t natural, 
isn’t ideal, isn’t good. But 
life is difficult. People want 
to know that women in need 
have options. 

As it happens, Johnson’s 
short-tenured predecessor 
tried to minimize the impor- 
tance of abortion to Planned 
Parenthood. But honesty 
is best. It’s the only way 
to make progress. “I think 
abortion is health care,” 
Johnson says. 

At the same time the 
interview with Johnson was 
published, activists were 
celebrating abortion in the 
streets of Buenos Aires, 
as abortion became legal 
in Argentina. A Reuters 
story quoted someone 
from Human Rights Watch 
encouraging the prospect 
of an abortion-legalization 
domino effect throughout 
South America. 

It’s not in fashion for those 
innocent, most vulnerable 


3 


a humans in 
Kathryn the womb to 
Lopez have rights. 


Headlines 
about the 
Argentinian 
senate vote 
had abortion 
proponents 
pitted against 
the Catholic 
Church — which included 
the former cardinal arch- 
bishop of Buenos Aires, 

the current Pope Francis. 
It’s not unusual for people 
who support abortion to 
embrace the pope’s views 
on other issues, like climate 
change. But he talks about 
the environment in the 
context of a broader plight 
— that we are a throwaway 
society. Shouting about 
abortion being health care 
and freedom helps this to be 
conveniently ignored. But 
taking a look at how there’s 
a consistency to caring for 
both the human person and 
the rest of creation would 
get us somewhere better. 

Jan. 22 is the anniver- 
sary of Roe v. Wade, the 
Supreme Court case that 
legalized abortion in all 
three trimesters here in 
the United States. We’ve 
seen what kind of “domino 
effect” that decision has 
had on our society and body 
politic. What has law been 
teaching people for almost a 
half-century now? That the 
vulnerable don’t have rights. 
That we can end the lives of 
those who don’t fit into our 
plans. 

There’s a sobering doc- 
umentary now streaming 
called “Divided Hearts of 
America,” featuring former 
NFL player Benjamin Wat- 
son, who engages numerous 
people in conversation about 


abortion. It’s clearly coming 
from a pro-life perspective 
— Watkins himself is a father 
of seven and is active in 
pro-life and family evangel- 
ical advocacy circles, but 

he does talk to both sides. 
Everyone should watch it. 
Perhaps it would help us get 
beyond the knee-jerk parti- 
san reactions that have been 
miring down the country for 
years. 

Earlier this year, Planned 
Parenthood of Greater New 
York took founder Marga- 
ret Sanger’s name off its 
building due to her support 
of eugenics. While the truth 
about the origins of Planned 
Parenthood should have 
been confronted long ago, 
taking her name off the 
building only whitewashes 
history. 

Let’s do better for life in 
this new year — by hav- 
ing honest, open, humane 
debates, finding meeting 
ground where we can. And 
absolutely coming together 
for the best for children 
who are alive and do not 
have homes, and protecting 
faith-based resources even 
as we may disagree about 
some fundamentals of 
family life. And we should 
celebrate courageous birth 
mothers who aren’t ready 
to raise a child, but are 
willing to do the hard work 
of bringing one into the 
world. With our help, the 
world will be ready to care 
for that child, and all the 
others as well. 

Kathryn Jean Lopez is senior 
fellow at the National Review 
Institute, editor-at-large of National 
Review magazine and author of 
the new book “A Year With the 
Mystics: Visionary Wisdom for 
Daily Living.” She can be contact- 
ed at klopez@nationalreview.com. 
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5-Day Weather Summary 
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Mostly Cloudy Aien at 
37/28 36/27 
Sun and Moon 


Cloud 


Today's sunset... 5:34 p. 
Tomorrow's sunrise............ 8:03 a. 
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Detailed Local Outlook 


m. Today we will see mostly cloudy skies with a high 
m. temperature of 38°, humidity of 70%. Northeast wind 2 
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to 7 mph. Expect mostly cloudy skies tonight with areas 
) of fog, overnight low of 28°. Northeast wind 8 mph. The 
wind chill for tonight could reach 20°. 


Fauci: U.S. could soon give 
1 million vaccinations a day 


By LAURAN NEERGAARD 
Associated Press 


The U.S. could soon be 
giving at least a million 
COVID-19 vaccinations 
a day despite the sluggish 
start, Dr. Anthony Fauci said 
Tuesday, even as he warned 
of a dangerous next few 
weeks as the coronavirus 
surges. 

The slow pace is frustrat- 
ing health officials and a 
desperate public alike, with 
only about a third of the first 
supplies shipped to states 
used as of Tuesday morning, 
just over three weeks into the 
vaccination campaign. 

“Any time you start a big 
program, there’s always 
glitches. I think the glitches 
have been worked out,” the 
nation’s top infectious dis- 
ease expert told The Associ- 
ated Press. 

Vaccinations have already 
begun speeding up, reaching 
roughly half a million injec- 
tions a day, he pointed out. 

Now, with the holidays 
over, “once you get rolling 
and get some momentum, I 
think we can achieve 1 mil- 
lion a day or even more,” 
Fauci said. He called Presi- 
dent-elect Joe Biden’s goal 
of 100 million vaccinations 
in his first 100 days “a very 
realistic, important, achiev- 


Prosecutor: Wisconsin pharmacist 
thought vaccine was unsafe 


MADISON, Wis. (AP) — A Wisconsin pharmacist convinced 
the world was “crashing down” told police he tried to ruin 
hundreds of doses of coronavirus vaccine because he 
believed the shots would mutate people’s DNA, according 
to court documents released Monday. 


Police in Grafton, about 20 miles north of Milwaukee, 
arrested Advocate Aurora Health pharmacist Steven Bran- 
denburg last week following an investigation into the 57 
spoiled vials of the Moderna vaccine, which officials say 
contained enough doses to inoculate more than 500 peo- 


ple. Charges are pending. 


“He’d formed this belief they were unsafe,” Ozaukee Coun- 
ty District Attorney Adam Gerol said during a virtual hearing. 
He added that Brandenburg was upset because he and his 
wife are divorcing, and an Aurora employee said Branden- 
burg had taken a gun to work twice. 


A detective wrote in a probable cause statement that Bran- 
denburg, 46, is an admitted conspiracy theorist and that he 
told investigators he intentionally tried to ruin the vaccine 
because it could hurt people by changing their DNA. 


able goal.” 

It’s an optimistic predic- 
tion considering the logis- 
tical hurdles facing states 
and counties as they strug- 
gle to administer rationed 
vaccine supplies amid rising 
COVID-19 hospitalizations. 
Fauci pointed to California’s 
swamped hospitals and ex- 
hausted workers even before 
holiday travel and family 
gatherings added fuel to the 
outbreak. 


Fauci estimated that be- 
tween 70 percent and 85 per- 
cent of the U.S. population 
will need to be vaccinated 
to achieve “herd immunity,” 
meaning enough people are 
protected that it’s difficult 
for the virus to continue 
spreading. That translates to 
as many as 280 million peo- 
ple. 

He said he is hoping to 
achieve that by the start of 
next fall. 


Trump administration scales 
back wild bird protections 


By MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press 


BILLINGS, Mont. — The 
Trump administration on 
Tuesday finalized changes 
that weaken the govern- 
ment’s enforcement pow- 
ers under a century-old law 
protecting most American 
wild bird species, brushing 
aside warnings that billions 
of birds could die as a result. 

Federal wildlife officials 
have acknowledged the 
move could result in more 
deaths of birds such as those 
that land in oil pits or collide 
with power lines or other 
structures. 

A U.S. District Court 
judge in August had blocked 
the administration’s prior 
attempt to change how the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act is 
enforced. 

But urged on by industry 
groups, the Trump admin- 
istration has remained ad- 
amant that the act has been 
wielded inappropriately for 
decades, to penalize compa- 
nies and other entities that 
kill birds accidentally. 


More than 1,000 species 
are covered under the migra- 
tory bird law, and the move 
to lessen enforcement stan- 
dards have drawn a sharp 
backlash from organizations 
that advocate on behalf of 
an estimated 46 million U.S. 
birdwatchers. 

Conservationists said 
Tuesday they would push 
President-elect Joe Biden 
to reverse the Interior De- 
partment rule, which blocks 
officials from bringing crim- 
inal charges unless birds 
are specifically targeted for 
death or injury. 

Former U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Director 
Dan Ashe and indepen- 
dent scientists have said the 
change could cause a huge 
spike in bird deaths — po- 
tentially billions of birds in 
coming decades — at a time 
when species across North 
America already are in steep 
decline. 

A Trump administration 
analysis of the rule change 
did not put a number on how 
many more birds could die. 
But it said some vulnerable 


species could decline to the 
point where they would re- 
quire protection under the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Industry sources and oth- 
er human activities — from 
oil pits and wind turbines, 
to vehicle strikes and glass 
building collisions — now 
kill an estimated 460 million 
to 1.4 billion birds annually, 
out of an overall 7.2 billion 
birds in North America, 
according to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and 
recent studies. Researchers 
say cats are the biggest sin- 
gle source of deaths, killing 
more than 2 billion birds a 
year. 

Many companies have 
sought to reduce bird deaths 
in recent decades by work- 
ing in cooperation with 
wildlife officials, but the 
incentive to participate in 
such efforts drops absent the 
threat of criminal liability. 

The 1918 migratory bird 
law came after many U.S. 
bird populations had been 
decimated by hunting and 
poaching — much of it for 
feathers for women’s hats. 
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Obituaries 


Patricia A. Burris Cripe 


June 8, 1936 - 


Patricia A. Burris Cripe, 
84, of Laketon, Indiana 
passed while her daughter 
read her scriptures at 4:33 
pm, Thursday, Dec. 31, 2020 
at her residence. 

Patricia was born on June 
8, 1936 in Tipton, Indiana to 
the late Paul A. and Annetta 
(Cunningham) Burris. She 
married on Aug. 30, 1953 
in Liberty Mills, Indiana to 
Ernest D. Cripe, he survives. 

She had worked for the 
Manchester Veterinary Clin- 
ic (Terrill’s) as an assistant 
for many years. She then 
was the Office Manager for 
Cripe Mobile Home Trans- 
port of Laketon for over 18 
years. 

Patricia was a member of 
the Liberty Mills Church 
of the Brethren. She loved 
playing euchre and was 
lovingly called the “Euchre 
Queen” and was an excel- 
lent cook. She took pride in 
being a homemaker. She al- 
ways enjoyed her time with 
her family, especially with 
her grandchildren. 

Patricia is survived by her 
husband Ernie Cripe, Lake- 
ton, Ind., sons Randall and 
wife Debra Cripe, North 


Dec. 31, 2020 


Manchester, Ind. and Ricky 
Scott and wife Nadine Cripe, 
Laketon, Ind.; a daughters 
Beth Anne and husband Tim 
Woodward, North Manches- 
ter, Ind. and Dawn Michele 
and husband Danny Schafer, 
Laketon, Ind.; 12 Grandchil- 
dren, 19 Great Grandchil- 
dren, 2 Great Great Grand- 
children, and a sister Cindy 
Pratt, Pendleton, Ind. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, a sister Lita 
Altherr, and a brother Rich- 
ard “Dick” Burris. 

In your own way, please 
remember and celebrate how 
Patricia Cripe’s life impact- 
ed yours. 

The arrangements for Mrs. 
Cripe have been entrusted to 
Hartzler Funeral Home 305 
West Rochester Street Ak- 
ron, Indiana. 

Donations can be made in 
her memory to the Animal 
Shelter of Wabash County 
810 Manchester Ave, Wa- 
bash, IN 46992 or to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospi- 
tal 501 St. Jude Place Mem- 
phis, TN 38105. 

Share a Memory or send an 
Online Condolence at: www. 
hartzlerfuneralservices.com 


Carl Raymond Cloud 


Aug. 6, 1935 - 


Carl Raymond Cloud, 85, of 
Claypool, Indiana, formerly 
of Wabash, died at 2:40 pm, 
on Thursday, December 31, 
2020 at his home on Beaver 
Dam Lake. He was born on 
Tuesday, August 6, 1935 in 
Wabash, Indiana, to Edward 
and Margaret (Brauneller) 
Whistler. 

Carl was a graduate of La- 
Fontaine High School and 
was a US Army veteran. He 
married Lois J. Bennett in 
LaFontaine, Indiana on Au- 
gust 8, 1961; she died July 
23, 2020. Carl was a Wabash 
City Fireman, retiring after 
35 years. He enjoyed fishing, 
hunting, and living on Beaver 
Dam Lake. 

He is survived by his son, 


Dec. 31, 2020 

William “Bill” (Amie) Cloud 
of Claypool, four grandchil- 
dren, and six great grandchil- 
dren. He was also preceded in 
death by his parents, brother, 
Eugene Cloud, and step broth- 
er, Eugene Taylor. 

Funeral services will be 
10:30 am, Wednesday, Jan- 
uary 6, 2021, at Grand- 
staff-Hentgen Funeral Ser- 
vice, 1241 Manchester 
Avenue, Wabash, with David 
Phillips officiating. Entomb- 
ment will be in Gardens of 
Memory Cemetery, Marion. 
Friends may call one hour pri- 
or to the service Wednesday, 
at the funeral home. 

The memorial guest book for 
Carl may be signed at www. 
grandstaff-hentgen.com. 


John Arthur Siferd 


Services for John Ar- 
thur Siferd, 96, of Wabash, 
were 10:30 am, Monday, 
January 4, 2021 at Grand- 
staff-Hentgen Funeral Ser- 
vice, Wabash. Rev. Todd 
Render officiated and Su- 
san Vanlandingham was the 
musician. Eulogy by grand- 
children, Bill Kreider and 
Christiane Soultz. Scriptures 
were read by great-grand- 


children Andrew and Sophia 
Kreider. Memories shared 
by family and friends. Pall- 
bearers were Jason Soultz, 
Bill Kreider, Tom Meredith, 
Chris Meredith, Anthony 
Meredith, and Pat Mere- 
dith. Burial was in Matlock 
Cemetery, Wabash. Military 
Honors by the Wabash VFW 
Post 286 and the U.S. Army 
Honors Team. 


Herman ‘Hoss’ Staton 


Services for Herman “Hoss” 
Staton, 78, of Wabash, were 
2:00 pm, Thursday, December 
31, 2020 at Grandstaff-Hent- 
gen Funeral Service, Roann. 
Pastor Jacob Good officiated, 
Jerad Coleman, Kale Cole- 
man, and Nick Poe were the 


musicians. Readings by the 
daughter Pama Poe. Pall- 
bearers were Nate Morton, 
Michael Wise, Nick Poe, Mi- 
chael Poe, Trimalle Mayes, 
and Jerad Coleman. Burial 
was in Roann Community 
Cemetery, Roann. 


Paul N. Watson 


Oct. 3, 1979 - 


Paul N. Watson, 41, passed 
away January 3, 2021. 

Family and friends may 
gather to share and remember 
at Ferguson & Glancy Funer- 
al Home 201 N Main Street 
Van Buren on Friday, January 
8, 2021 from 3:00 PM to 8:00 
PM. 

A Catholic Mass will be 
held at the Holy Family Cath- 
olic Church 325 E. North A. 


Jan. 3, 2021 


St. Gas City at 2:00 PM on 
Thursday, January 7, 2021 
with Father Kevin Hurley of- 
ficiating. 

We ask that you please prac- 
tice social distancing while 
paying your respects. Face 
masks are recommended. 

Arrangements are being 
handled by Ferguson & Glan- 
cy Funeral Home in Van Bu- 
ren. 


Rodney Lee Banks 


Funeral services for Rod- 
ney Lee Banks, 52, of Wa- 
bash are 10:30 am, Thurs- 
day, at Grandstaff-Hentgen 


Funeral Service, Wabash. 
Burial in Memorial Lawns 
Cemetery. Visitation 9:30- 
10:30 am. 
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Some taxpayers find relief 
money sent to wrong account 


By SARAH SKIDMORE SELL 
AP Personal Finance Writer 


A number of taxpayers 
who use tax preparation 
services, such as H&R 
Block and TurboTax, say 
their second relief pay- 
ments were sent to the in- 
correct bank account, forc- 
ing them to wait longer for 
their money. 

The IRS and the Treasury 
Department began issu- 
ing the Economic Impact 
Payments last week. The 
payment is $600 for each 
eligible adult and depen- 
dent for people earning up 
to $75,000, or $150,000 
for married couples filing 
jointly. Those earning more 
than that are eligible for a 
reduced payment. 

The IRS said that direct 
deposit payments would 
take several days to post 
to individual accounts but 
funds were largely avail- 
able on Monday. Some pay- 


ments are also being sent 
via paper check or debit 
cards during the month of 
January. 

Taxpayers can use the 
Get My Payment tool on 
the IRS website to find out 
about the status of their 
payment. 

However, many people 
said that they checked the 
IRS site and found their 
payments were sent to an 
account they did not recog- 
nize. 

Samantha Smith of Dallas 
said she received her $1,200 
relief payment in the spring 
via direct deposit without 
any issues. But her payment 
for this round of economic 
relief went to an account 
she did not recognize. 

She contacted TurboTax, 
which prepared her most 
recent tax filing, and was 
told if she paid her tax 
preparation fees with her 
refund due, rather than pay- 
ing for it upfront, then the 


second payment may have 
been sent to a TurboTax 
bank. Several other taxpay- 
ers who paid their fees the 
same way also reported de- 
lays. 

Smith, who was laid off 
in October, had planned to 
use the money to pay her 
rent and is frustrated as her 
hands tied until the money 
comes in. 

“I would love that money,” 
she said. “It’s imperative.” 

There is no exact measure 
at this time of how many 
taxpayers were impacted. 
The IRS did not have a 
comment early Tuesday on 
the scope or cause of the 
problem. 

TurboTax said that the 
IRS is the “sole party with 
the ability to determine eli- 
gibility and distribute stim- 
ulus payments” and that by 
law, the financial institution 
must return the payment to 
the IRS if an account is no 
longer active. 


“We know how import- 
ant these funds are for so 
many Americans and that 
everyone is anxious to get 
their money,” said company 
spokeswoman Ashley Mc- 
Mahon. “We are partnering 
with the IRS to help taxpay- 
ers receive their payments 
as quickly as possible.” 

H&R Block said that 
it “understands stimulus 
checks are vitally important 
for millions of Americans” 
and said if the IRS Get My 
Payment website displays 
an account number a cus- 
tomer doesn’t recognize, 
then its customer service 
agents are ready to help by 
phone or online. 

The IRS has said that 
there is no action required 
by eligible individuals to 
receive this second pay- 
ment. The payments are au- 
tomatic, and people should 
not contact their financial 
institutions or the IRS with 
payment timing questions. 


CALLAHAN 


From page A1 


School Boards Association 
(ISBA) to assist the WCS 
board in their search for a 
new superintendent. 

“The board also plans 
to reach out to various 
community stakeholders 
for their input on what 
we should look for in the 
next superintendent,’ said 
Kelsheimer. 


SHOOTING 


From page A1 


operating a massive vehicle 
designed for demolition and 
excavation,” Sigler wrote in 
his report. “Further, the op- 
eration of the backhoe was 
occurring in a densely pop- 
ulated residential area.” 

Indiana State Police ini- 
tially reported that “an 
exchange of gunfire took 
place, resulting in the inju- 
ry of one Huntington police 
officer, and the death of the 
adult male suspect.” ISP re- 
leased a correction Dec. 18 
stating Melzoni never fired 
at officers. 

Investigators found no 
evidence that Melzoni was 
armed during the incident, 
according to Sigler’s con- 
clusion. 

Sigler said independent ci- 
vilian eyewitness accounts 
reportedly corroborated ev- 
idence that the officers fol- 
lowed use of deadly force 
policies and “repeatedly 
attempted to use non-le- 
thal means to de-escalate” 
the situation prior to using 
force. 

“Witnesses described of- 
ficers loudly engaging the 
suspect verbally, repeatedly 


Kelsheimer said they esti- 
mated this to be a four- to 
six-month process. He said 
they would like to have the 
new superintendent begin 
no later than July 1. 

“The board will be com- 
piling a list of attributes 
we will want in our next 
superintendent. Those will 
certainly include excellent 
communication skills, prov- 
en leadership ability and a 
vision that will build upon 
our strengths and continue 


identifying themselves as 
law enforcement officers, 
flashing lights at him and 
pleading with the suspect 
to stop the vehicle,’ Sigler 
wrote. “Additionally, wit- 
nesses corroborate police 
reports that they first made 
efforts to shoot the tires of 
the vehicle in order to get it 
to stop.” 

Police say the suspect 
approached officers in a 
backhoe before “crashing” 
through gates around Horace 
Mann Middle School. Sigler 
stated “the backhoe charged 
at them with speed, causing 
them to fear for their lives 
and safety.” 

At least one officer re- 
ported that his firearm was 
“completely ‘inadequate’ 
against the steel construc- 
tion of the backhoe,” ac- 
cording to Sigler’s investi- 
gation. 

Sigler said “the death of 
the suspect, though regretta- 
ble, was the direct result of 
the suspect’s chosen, crimi- 
nal course of conduct.” 

The report says a woman 
with a valid protective order 
against Melzoni called cen- 
tral dispatch around 3 a.m. 
stating she was the victim of 
active felony cases and that 
Melzoni was “causing is- 


to move our district for- 
ward,” said Kelsheimer. 
Kelsheimer said during the 
transition period, Callahan’s 
responsibilities would be 
divided between WCS busi- 
ness manager Matt Stone 
and director of curriculum 
and instruction Emily Tracy. 
Kelsheimer said Stone 
would be responsible for 
operations and buildings, 
while Tracy will handle cur- 
riculum and classroom re- 
sponsibilities. 


sues” while operating heavy 
machinery. 

Melzoni was out on bond 
for charges alleging intimi- 
dation with a deadly weap- 
on, domestic battery with a 
deadly weapon and strangu- 
lation, according to Sigler. 

“Multiple officers identi- 
fied the suspect from prior 
criminal dealings and all 
knew Melzoni had a sig- 
nificant drug and violent 
history,” Sigler wrote in his 
report. 

Court records described 
in Sigler’s investigation and 
later confirmed by the Her- 
ald-Press show Melzoni was 
convicted for aiding in deal- 
ing methamphetamine. 

A relative of Melzoni was 
interviewed by police fol- 
lowing the incident. The 
relative reportedly told in- 
vestigators that Melzoni 
called him around 10 p.m. 
Dec. 12 “making paranoid 
claims about being chased 
by unknown persons” and 
that Melzoni had “jumped 
in the river to escape from 
those chasing him.” 

Sigler said Melzoni’s para- 
noia was consistent with 
prior interactions with law 
enforcement. 

“There is no evidence to 
support that Melzoni was 


“They will both work 
closely with the board and 
our building administra- 
tors. The board would like 
to thank Mr. Stone and Ms. 
Tracy for their willingness 
to take on additional re- 
sponsibilities and assisting 
in making this transition as 
smooth as possible,’ said 
Kelsheimer. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain 
Dealer editor, may be reached by 
email at rburgess@wabashplain 
dealer.com. 


being chased by anyone,” 
Sigler wrote. “After picking 
Melzoni up, the (relative) 
indicated that Melzoni was 
talking ‘nonsense.’ Melzoni 
further revealed that he had 
used about $25 worth of 
dope earlier in the evening.” 

Police say “dope” meant 
methamphetamine, accord- 
ing to Sigler’s report. 

To conclude his report, 
Sigler wrote, “The shooting 
of Matthew Melzoni — while 
tragic — was justified by the 
imminent and deadly threat 
he posed to the citizens of 


Huntington County and 
the police officers sworn to 
keep the peace.” 


Huntington County Prose- 
cutor Amy Richison recused 
herself from the investiga- 
tion, leading to an indepen- 
dent investigation by Wells 
County prosecutors. 

The officers who shot 
Melzoni were not identified 
despite media requests. 

Sigler said subsequent re- 
quests for information would 
be released at a later date. 

This story will be updated 
as more information is made 
available. 

Andrew Maciejewski, Chroni- 
cle- Tribune editor, may be reached 
by email at amaciejewski@ 
chronicle-tribune.com. 


PERMITS 


From page A1 


must visit and click on the 
firearms link on that page to 
fill out the application. 

Benson said applicants 
would then have to set up an 
appointment with WPD to 
have their fingerprints taken 
electronically. 

Benson said once the appli- 
cant had submitted their on- 


line application and received 
a call, they should call 260- 
563-1112, option 2 to set up 
an appointment with WPD. 
Benson said there was no 
charge for a five-year con- 
cealed carry permit, but 
applicants must still make 
an appointment. A lifetime 
permit with an existing val- 
id permit would carry a $60 
state fee and a $40 local fee. 
A lifetime permit without an 
existing permit would carry a 


$75 state fee and a $50 local 
fee. 

Benson said state fees are 
paid online at the time of fill- 
ing out the application and 
local fees are either exact 
cash or money order. 

Benson said the applicant 
should not mail in their fin- 
gerprint receipt or local pay- 
ment. 

Benson said once an appli- 
cation begins, gun owners 
have 90 days to complete the 


process. From there, it’s out 
of the WPD’s hands. 

“Once everything is com- 
pleted, it is up to the Indiana 
State Police (ISP) Firearms 
Section,” said Benson. 

Benson said it may take 
up to 60 days for the ISP to 
complete the application. 

For more information, call 
317-233-5054. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain Dealer 
editor, may be reached by email at 
rburgess@wabashplaindealer.com. 


PULSE 


From page A1 


2 p.m. Mondays through Fridays and 
will be hosted virtually via Honey 
wellArts.org and the Honeywell 
Center’s Facebook and Instagram 
pages. For more information, visit 
http://honeywellarts.org/exhibits. 


Frances Slocum Chapter 
of the DAR to meet 


The Wabash County Frances Slo- 
cum Chapter of the Indiana Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 12, at the Grandstaff Hentgen 
Activity Room, 1241 Manchester 
Ave. The program will be given 


by Junior Membership Commit- 
tee vice-chair Kathryn Stephens. 
Amiss said prospective members 
and guests are always welcome to 
attend. DAR membership is open 
to any woman 18 years of age, who 
can prove lineal descent from a pa- 
triot of the American Revolution. 
Those having questions about their 
family history lineage information 
may visit www.dar.org or call Linda 
Thompson at 260-563-4661 or Bar- 
bara Amiss at 260-982-4376. 


Second Harvest to hold 
tailgate food distribution 


every other Wednesday 


Second Harvest Food Bank of 
East Central Indiana has planned 
tailgate food distributions for 1 p.m. 


Wednesday, Jan. 13 at Manches- 
ter Church of the Brethren, 1306 
Beckley St., North Manchester; 
and 11 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 27 at 
Bachelor Creek Church of Christ, 
2147 Indiana 15. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.curehunger. 
org,  classy.org/campaign/hunger 
-action-month/c299182 or https:// 
www.givepulse.com/group/2034 10. 


Shine a light for 
Babe of Wabash County 


A donation of $25 will place a can- 
dle in memory of a loved on in a win- 
dow of the Babe of Wabash County 
house at 88 W. Hill St. and “support 
(the) mission of creating positive and 
healthy family cultures by building 
community connections, providing 


educational materials, and offering 
resources for families in Wabash 
County.” Donations to the Babe of 
Wabash County fund can be made 
online at cfwabash.org or by check, 
with Babe of Wabash County in the 
memo line, sent to the Community 
Foundation, 105 W. 2nd St., Suite 
100, North Manchester, IN 46962. 
To participate in the fundraiser, visit 
https://www.babeofwabashcounty. 
org/light-up-babe. 
DivorceCare 
meets Tuesdays 

DivorceCare, a 13-week DVD se- 
ries sponsored by Wabash Friends 
Counseling Center, features some 


of the nation’s foremost Christian 
experts on topics concerning di- 


vorce and recovery, according to 
group leader Janet Quillen. The 
support group meets at 6:30 p.m. 
every Tuesday in the Conference 
Room in the Wabash Friends Coun- 
seling Center, 3563 South State 
Road 13. Wearing a mask is re- 
quired when entering. Quillen and 
members of the group meet for din- 
ner at 5:30 p.m. at Subway, 1812 S. 
Wabash St., on State Road 15. For 
more information, call 260-563- 
8453, 877-350-1658, email office @ 
wabashfriends.org, call 260-571- 
5235 or visit www.divorcecare.org. 

Editor’s note: If you have an upcoming 
event to submit, please send it by email to 
news@wabashplaindealer.com no later than 
five days before the event itself. Please use 
complete sentences, Associated Press style 
and Microsoft Word or PDF file formats. 
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The Northfield girls team celebrates after the game. 


Norse girls clinch championship 


Wabash will be hosting Maconaquah 
High School at 7:45 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 9 


By ALINA REED 
Wabash Plain Dealer Freelance Reporter 


Northfield and Wabash went 
head to head for the county cham- 
pionship title on Wednesday, Dec. 
30. 

Northfield senior Kearston Stout 
scored the first point for the night 
and the Norse. Wabash held their 
own and kept their score twice as 
much as Northfield’s for the first 
quarter. At the end of the first 
quarter, the scoreboard read 7-14, 
Wabash’s head. 

With the Norse in possession for 


the second quarter, Northfields se- 
niors Emma Hoover and Kenzie 
Baer were able to score two points 
each. This lead to tightening the 
score to 12-17, still Wabash’s lead. 
Wabash was able to stay strong 
through the second quarter and left 
the score at halftime at 20-24. 

The third quarter became more 
intense as time was decreasing 
and the score was starting to be- 
come tighter. Northfield’s senior 
Kyra Kennedy, Stout and senior 
Addi Baker were capable of scor- 
ing points for the Norse. As for 
Wabash, senior Alivia Short and 
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Mariah Wyatt continued to ensure 
the Apaches stayed on top. The 
scoreboard read 29-36 at the end 
of the third quarter. 

Going into the fourth quarter, the 
Norse finally were able to surpass 
the Apaches. Northfield junior 
Addy Rosen scored a two-pointer 
leaving the score 42-41. Wabash 
felt the pressure and a timeout was 
called with 3:27 left in the game. 
Fouls were called on both teams 
resulting in the tied score to fluctu- 
ate. Short was able to tie the score 
at 50 with successfully shooting 
two foul shots. With 2.6 seconds 
left in the quarter, Baker was up to 
shoot two foul shots. She was suc- 
cessful and was able to bring the 
final score to 52-20. 

“Winning county means a lot to 


Photo by Alina Reed / Plain Dealer 


me,” said Baker. “Especially be- 
cause I won all four years of my 
high school career. We came out 
on top of two very close games to 
win, which means a lot because it 
was hard-fought.” 

“I loved being able to push and 
coming together as a team to win 
county,’ said Kennedy. “I hope 
that we can win conference, prog- 
ress to sectionals and then make 
our way to state.” 

The Norse traveled to face Bluff- 
ton High School at 6 p.m. Tues- 
day, Jan. 5. 

The Apaches will be hosting 
Maconaquah High School at 
7:45 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 9. 

Alina Reed, Wabash Plain Dealer free- 
lance reporter, may be reached by email 
at sports@wabashplaindealer.com. 
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The Manchester boys team celebrates after the game. 


Manchester boys take the county title 


The Squires will be 
traveling to North Miami 
at 7:45 p.m. Friday, Jan. 8 


By ALINA REED 
Wabash Plain Dealer Freelance Reporter 


Wrapping up the Wabash County 
Basketball Tourney was Wabash 
and Manchester boys. 

Manchester started off the game 
with possession. Starters for 
Wabash included senior Bryant 
Boggs, senior Jasper Walter, se- 
nior Joseph Leland, sophomore 
Dave Ford and senior Keegan 
O’Neill. Starting for Manchester 


was senior Weston Hamby, senior 
Carter Bedke, junior Cade Jones, 
senior Max Carter and senior 
Brayden Jones. 

Wabash started in the lead in 
the beginning of the first quarter. 
Manchester kept their determina- 
tion up and with 28.2 seconds left 
in the quarter Carter brought the 
score to 16-12, Manchester’s lead. 

Manchester continued to hold 
their ground through the second 
quarter. Scoring for Manchester 
throughout the second quarter in- 
cluded Hamby, Carter and Cade 
Jones. Wabash freshman Trev- 
or Daughtry and freshman Izaak 
Wright assisted in scoring more 
points through the second quarter. 
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Carter ended the second quarter 
with a foul shot making the score 
30-21, still Manchester’s lead. 

The Squires started with the ball 
for the third quarter. Ford and Le- 
land brought the heat within the 
third quarter and continued adding 
to Wabash’s score for the night. As 
the clock came to zero, Manches- 
ter was able to gain one last basket 
as the buzzer went off. This left 
the score at 42-35. 

Manchester refused to let Wa- 
bash surpass them in points. The 
Squires stayed ahead and was able 
to take the win as county champi- 
ons. The final score was 52-43. 

“A challenge for me tonight was 
coming off of an ankle injury,” 
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said Carter. “Winning has been a 
goal of mine since freshman year 
and I’m happy we were able to do 
so as a team.” 

“We are excited for this win, it’s 
nice to get the ball rolling”, said 
Hamby. “I’m hopeful that we 
can win conference, go on a win 
streak and just improve with every 
game.” 

Wabash hosted Maconaquah 
High School at 7:45 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 5. 

Manchester will be traveling to 
North Miami at 7:45 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 8. 

Alina Reed, Wabash Plain Dealer free- 
lance reporter, may be reached by email 
at sports@wabashplaindealer.com. 
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30 Manchester 
student-athletes 
named to 

fall Academic 
All-HCAC Team 


The award is named 
after Tom Bohlsen, 
HCAC’s first commissioner 


By DILLON BENDER 


The Heartland Collegiate Athletic 
Conference has announced the fall 
honorees for the Tom Bohlsen Aca- 
demic All-HCAC Team. Academic 
All-Conference selections have at 
least a cumulative 3.5 GPA and must 
be a varsity student-athlete. 

The cumulative GPA is the stu- 
dent-athletes’ GPA at the end of the 
semester preceding the end of the 
traditional sports season. The stu- 
dent-athlete must have completed 
the equivalent of a full academic 
year and must be a full-time enrolled 
student at the institution to be eligi- 
ble for the Academic All-Conference 
award. 

The award is named after Tom 
Bohlsen, who served as the HCAC’s 
first commissioner from 1998 to 
2008. 


See HCAC, page A5 


Men’s March 
Madness will be 
played entirely 
in Indiana 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — The 
NCAA is giving Indiana an exclu- 
sive ticket to showcase March Mad- 
ness and the basketball-crazed state 
can’t wait to take center stage this 
spring. 

The NCAA announced Monday 
that its showcase event — the Division 
I men’s basketball tournament, all 67 
games of it — will be played entirely 
in or near Indianapolis. The hope is 
to limit the possibility that the coro- 
navirus pandemic cancels the wildly 
popular and lucrative tournament for 
a second consecutive season. 

“There are a number of world-class 
facilities in a close location and that 
was critical because you have to run 
a large number of games simulta- 
neously that you can manage and 
control?’ NCAA President Mark 
Emmert said. “There were a number 
of cities that were very interested in 
hosting this event, but the immediate 
opportunity to do this in Indianapo- 
lis was pretty self-evident for several 
reasons. For one, we were already 
going to be there.” 

Indy was already scheduled to host 
the Final Four and it didn’t take long 
for the city to emerge as the favorite. 

The original plan was for the 67 
games to be played at 13 sites across 
the country, starting with the First 
Four in Dayton, Ohio. Regional sites 
were set for Minneapolis, Denver, 
New York City and Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. 

Instead, the buzzer beaters and 
jaw-dropping performances will all 
take place in a state known perhaps 
more than any other for its love of 
basketball. 

“T really don’t care if they play the 
tournament on Saturn or in Indianap- 
olis?’ Louisville coach Chris Mack 
said. “Hopefully, we’re a part of it 
and we do our part to get there. And 
wherever they put it, they put it.” 

Logistically, Indy made sense, too. 

Dozens of restaurants of hotels are 
within walking distance of Lucas 
Oil Stadium, home of the NFL’s In- 
dianapolis Colts, and Bankers Life 
Fieldhouse, home of the NBA’s In- 
diana Pacers and WNBA’s Indiana 
Fever. Many of those businesses and 
venues are connected by skywalks 
that allow players, coaches or fans to 
stay indoors. 

Hinkle Fieldhouse, the historic 
home of the Butler Bulldogs, and 
the Indiana Farmers Coliseum, 
where the IUPUI Jaguars play, are 
just short drives from the downtown 
area. Mackey Arena at Purdue and 
Assembly Hall at Indiana also are 
about an hour’s drive from down- 
town. All of those venues are slated 
to host games. 

Playing in a state where the sport 
is revered and basketball stars are 
considered royalty doesn’t hurt, ei- 
ther. Oscar Robertson, Larry Bird, 
Rick Mount, Damon Bailey and the 
late John Wooden were all stars here 
at one level or another. Bob Knight, 
Gene Keady and the late Tony 
Hinkle, originator of the orange 


See NCAA, page A5 
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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL 


Indiana High School Basketball Poll 


CLASS 4A 

W-L Pts Prv 
1. Lawrence North (7) 8-0 210 1 
2. Carmel (1) 8-0 194 2 
3. Homestead (3) 11-0 186 3 
4. Lafayette Jeff 10-0 144 4 
5. Westfield 7-0 126 5 
6. Indpls Cathedral 8-1 113 6 
7. S. Bend Adams 9-0 104 8 
8. Indianapolis Attucks 9-2 89 7 
9. Zionsville 6-3 37 T10 
10. Crown Point 4-0 23 NR 
(tie) Gary West 5-2 23 NR 


Others receiving votes: Fishers 13. Warren 
Central 13. Plainfield 8. Carroll (Allen) 7. 
Chesterton 6. Columbus North 6. Greenwood 
6. Bloomington North 6. S. Bend Riley 6. 


CLASS 3A 

W-L Pts Prv 
1. Heritage Hills (7) 5-0 192 1 
2. Hammond (4) 6-1 191 2 
3. Silver Creek 7-2 168 3 
4. Ev. Bosse 4-0 158 4 
5. Greensburg 5-1 105 5 
6. Mishawaka Marian 7-1 101 7 
7. Leo 7-0 9 9 
8. Sullivan 6-1 91 6 
9. S. Bend St. Joseph’s 6-2 69 10 
10. Danville 3-1 5 8 


Others receiving votes: Beech Grove 30. 
Tri-West 27. Peru 16. Guerin Catholic 16. 
Greencastle 6. 


7. Indpls Covenant Christian 
8. Parke Heritage 

9. Central Noble 

10. Andrean 4-2 48 10 
Others receiving votes: Southwestern (Jef- 
ferson) 30. S. Ripley 30. Eastern Hancock 18. 
Madison-Grant 16. Ev. Mater Dei 12. North- 
eastern 8. Churubusco 7. 


CLASS 2A 
W-L Pts Prv 
1. Ft. Wayne Blackhawk (11) 8-0 220 1 
2. Shenandoah 7-3 162 5 
3. S. Spencer 9-1 132 3 
4. Linton-Stockton 9-2 130 4 
5. Blackford 7-2 129 2 
5. Westview 6-1 129 6 
8-0 7 
9-2 8 
6-1 9 


CLASS 1A 

W-L Pts Prv 
1. Barr-Reeve (10) 8-2 218 1 
2. Kouts (1) 9-1 200 2 
3. Bloomfield 3-0 166 3 
4. Loogootee 8-2 155 5 
5. N. Daviess 8-1 122 4 
6. Morristown 6-2 98 6 
7. Edinburgh 8-2 86 7 
8. Covington 2-2 74 8 
9. Jac-Cen-Del 9-2 50 NR 
10. Triton 6-1 38 NR 


Others receiving votes: Tindley 31. Indpls Lu- 
theran 23. Lafayette Catholic 19. Washington 
Twp. 18. Covenant Christian (DeMotte) 14. 
Ev. Christian 8. 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


The AP Top 25 Women’s Basketball Poll 
The top 25 teams in The Associated Press’ 
women’s college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records through 
Jan. 3, total points based on 25 points for a 
first-place vote through one point for a 25th- 
place vote and previous ranking 
Record 

9-0 


Pts Prv 
1 


1. Stanford (27) 745 


2. Louisville 7-0 695 2 
3. NC State (2) 10-0 680 3 
3. UConn (1) 6-0 680 4 
5. South Carolina 6-1 647 5 
6. Baylor 8-1 590 7 
7. Arizona 8-1 535 6 
8. Texas A&M 10-0 534 9 
9. UCLA 6-2 505 11 
10. Kentucky 9-1 497 13 
11. Oregon 8-1 453 8 
12. Maryland 6-1 392 14 
13. Arkansas 10-2 372 10 
14. Mississippi St. 6-2 365 12 
15. Michigan 7-0 349 16 
16. Ohio St. 4-0 256 17 
17. Texas 8-1 251 19 
18. South Florida 7-1 204 21 
19. Indiana 5-2 193 20 
20. DePaul 5-3 173 18 
21. Gonzaga 8-2 113 23 
22. Northwestern 4-2 108 15 
23. Michigan St. 8-0 106 25 
24. Syracuse 5-1 98 22 
25. Missouri St. 4- 66 24 


Others receiving votes: North Carolina 32, 
South Dakota St. 27, Georgia 25, lowa 18, 


SCOREBOARD 


Creighton 4 1 800 8 2 .800 
Providence 3 2 600 7 4 636 
UConn 1 1 500 4 1 .800 
Marquette 2 3 400 6 5 .545 
Xavier 1 2 333 8 2 .800 
St. John’s 1 3 .250 6 4 .600 
Butler 1 3 .250 2 5 .286 
Georgetown 1 4 .200 3 6 .333 
DePaul 0 2 000 1 2 333 
Tuesday’s Games 
UConn at Marquette 
Villanova at DePaul, ppd. 
Wednesday’s Games 
Georgetown at Butler, 7 p.m. 
St. John’s at Xavier, 8 p.m. 
Seton Hall at Creighton, 9 p.m. 
BIG TEN CONFERENCE 
Conference All Games 
W L Pct W L Pet 
Michigan 4 01.000 9 01.000 
Illinois 4 1 800 8 3.727 
lowa 3 1 .750 9 2 818 
Wisconsin 3 1 .750 9 2 818 
Minnesota 3 2 600 10 2 .833 
Rutgers 3 2 600 7 2.778 
Northwestern 3 2 600 6 3 .667 
Indiana 2 2 500 7 4 636 
Ohio St. 2 3 400 8 3.727 
Purdue 2 3 400 7 5 .583 
Michigan St. 1 3 .250 7 3.700 
Maryland 1 4 .200 6 5 .545 
Penn St. 0 3 000 3 4 429 
Nebraska 0 4 000 4 7 .364 
Monday’s Games 
Indiana 63, Maryland 55 
Tuesday’s Games 
Rutgers at Michigan St. 
Nebraska at Purdue, ppd. 
Wednesday’s Games 
Penn St. at Ohio St., 6:30 p.m. 
Minnesota at Michigan, 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday’s Games 
lowa at Maryland, 7 p.m. 
Indiana at Wisconsin, 7 p.m. 
Illinois at Northwestern, 9 p.m. 
HORIZON LEAGUE 
Conference All Games 
W L Pct W L Pet 
Cleveland St. 6 01.000 6 3 .667 
Ill.-Chicago 2 01.000 5 2.714 
Wright St. 5 1 833 7 2.778 
N. Kentucky 3 1 .750 5 4 .556 
Milwaukee 2 1 667 3 2 600 
Robert Morris 2 1 .667 3 3 .500 
Oakland 3 3 500 310 .231 
Youngstown St. 2 4 333 5 4 .556 
Fort Wayne 1 5 167 2 5 .286 
Green Bay 1 5 167 1 9.100 
IUPUI 0 2 000 1 2 .333 
Detroit 0 4 000 1 7 125 
MID-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
Conference All Games 
W L Pct W L Pet 
Bowling Green 3 01.000 7 2 .778 
Toledo 3 01.000 8 3 .727 
Akron 2 01.000 4 1 .800 
Ball St. 2 1 667 4 4 .500 
Cent. Michigan 1 1 .500 5 4 .556 
Buffalo 1 1 500 3 3 .500 
Ohio 1 2 333 5 4 .556 
W. Michigan 1 2 333 2 6 .250 
Kent St. 0 1 000 3 2 600 
Miami (Ohio) 0 1 000 3 3 .500 
E. Michigan 0 2 000 2 3 .400 
N. Illinois 0 3 000 1 7 125 
Tuesday’s Games 
Toledo at Kent St. 
Cent. Michigan at Bowling Green 
N. Illinois at Ohio 
Bowling Green at Miami (Ohio), ppd. 
W. Michigan at Ball St., ppd. 
E. Michigan at Buffalo, ppd. 
MISSOURI VALLEY CONFERENCE 
Conference All Games 
W L Pct W L Pet 
Drake 4 01.000 13 01.000 
Loyola-Chicago 2 01.000 7 2 .778 
Missouri St. 3 1 .750 6 1 .857 
Evansville 3 1 .750 5 5.500 
S. Illinois 1 3 .250 7 3.700 
N. lowa 1 3 .250 2 7 .222 
Bradley 0 0 000 6 3 .667 
Illinois St. 0 2 000 3 5.375 
Valparaiso 0 0 000 3 5.375 
Indiana St. 0 4 000 3 6 .333 
Monday’s Games 


Drake 86, S. Illinois 55 
Loyola of Chicago at Bradley, ppd. 


Minnesota at Portland, 10 p.m. 

San Antonio at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m. 
Friday’s Games 

Phoenix at Detroit, 7 p.m. 

Charlotte at New Orleans, 7:30 p.m. 

Oklahoma City at New York, 7:30 p.m. 

Washington at Boston, 7:30 p.m. 

Brooklyn at Memphis, 8 p.m. 

Orlando at Houston, 8 p.m. 

Utah at Milwaukee, 8 p.m. 

Chicago at L.A. Lakers, 10 p.m. 

L.A. Clippers at Golden State, 10 p.m. 

Toronto at Sacramento, 10 p.m. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


2020-21 Bowl Glance 
Friday, Jan. 1 
PEACH BOWL 
Atlanta 
No. 11 Georgia 24, No. 6 Cincinnati 21 
CITRUS BOWL 
Orlando, Fla. 
No. 15 Northwestern 35, Auburn 19 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF SEMIFINAL 
ROSE BOWL 
Arlington, Texas 
No. 1 Alabama 31, No. 4 Notre Dame 14 
SUGAR BOWL 
New Orleans 
No. 3 Ohio St. 49, No. 2 Clemson 28 
Saturday, Jan 2 
GATOR BOWL 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Kentucky 23, No. 24 NC State 21 
OUTBACK BOWL 
Tampa, Fla. 
Mississippi 26, No. 7 Indiana 20 
FIESTA BOWL 
Glendale, Ariz. 
No. 12 lowa State 34, No. 25 Oregon 17 
ORANGE BOWL 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 
No. 5 Texas A&M 41, No. 14 UNC 27 


Monday, Jan. 11 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 
Miami Gardens, Fla. 
No. 1 Alabama vs. No. 3 Ohio St., 8 p.m. 
(ESPN) 


AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T Pct PF PA 
yx-Buffalo 13 3 0 813 501 375 
Miami 10 6 0 625 404 338 
New England 7 9 0 .438 326 353 
N.Y. Jets 214 0 125 243 457 
South 
W L T Pct PF PA 
x-Indianapolis 11 5 0 .688 451 362 
yx-Tennessee 11 5 0 .688 491 439 
Houston 412 0 .250 384 464 
Jacksonville 115 0 .063 306 492 
North 
W L T Pct PF PA 
yx-Pittsburgh 12 4 0 .750 416 312 
x-Baltimore 11 5 0 .688 468 303 
x-Cleveland 11 5 0 .688 408 419 
Cincinnati 411 1 .281 311 424 
West 
W L T Pct PF PA 
zyx-Kansas City14 2 0 .875 473 362 
Las Vegas 8 8 0 .500 434 478 
L.A. Chargers 7 9 0 .438 384 426 
Denver 5 11 0 .313 323 446 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T Pct PF PA 
yx-Washington 7 9 0 .438 335 329 
Dallas 6 10 0 .375 395 473 
N.Y. Giants 6 10 0 .375 280 357 
Phila. 411 1 .281 334 418 
South 
W LT Pct PF PA 
yx-New Orleansi2 4 0 .750 482 337 
x-Tampa Bay 11 5 0 .688 492 355 
Carolina 5 11 0 .313 350 402 
Atlanta 412 0 .250 396 414 
North 
W L T Pct PF PA 
zyx-Green Bay 13 3 0 .813 509 369 
x-Chicago 8 8 0 .500 372 370 
Minnesota 7 9 0 .438 430 475 
Detroit 5 11 0 .313 377 519 
West 
W L T Pct PF PA 
yx-Seattle 12 4 0 .750 459 371 
x-LA.Rams 10 6 0 .625 372 296 
Arizona 8 8 0 .500 410 367 
San Francisco 6 10 0 .375 376 390 


x-clinched playoff spot 
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Northfield’s Alex Haupert goes for the layup. 


Northfield boys fall to Southwood 
in Wabash County tourney 


Knights will face Mississinewa at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 6 


By ALINA REED 
Wabash Plain Dealer 
Freelance Reporter 


Continuing the second 
day of the county basket- 
ball tournament, Northfield 
and Southwood varsity boys 
were scheduled to face off 
on Wednesday, Dec. 30. 

Northfield sophomore Paul 
Treska was first to score 
for the night and the Norse. 
Southwood was able to 
pour in a single point. Both 
teams struggled with shoot- 
ing throughout the first half 
of the game. The end of the 
first quarter ended with the 
scoreboard at 5-3, South- 
wood’s lead. 

Northfield continued the 
night struggling to find their 


rhythm but continued to trail 
close behind Southwood’s 
score. The halftime score 
ended at 18-15, once again 
Southwood’s lead. 

Throughout the third quar- 
ter, Southwood didn’t back 
down and ended the quarter 
with the scoreboard at 41-30. 

During the fourth quarter, 
Southwood seniors Connor 
Rich and Alex Farr contin- 
ued to pour in more points 
for the Knights. With around 
1:08 left in the last quarter, 
there were five attempts to 
making a basket resulting 
in Southwood senior Logan 
Barley making the point. 
This left the final score at 56- 
34, Southwood’s win. 

For Southwood, Rich 
poured in 23 points, six re- 
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bounds and one assist for 
the night. Farr executed nine 
points, six rebounds and 
three assists for the night. 

Northfield’s senior Clayton 
Tomlinson and sophomore 
Dillion Tomlinson scored 
nine points each for the 
Norse. Treska scored eight 
points and executed a ca- 
reer-high of nine rebounds 
for the night. 

Northfield traveled to 
Manchester High School on 
Monday, Jan. 4. 

Southwood will face Mis- 
sissinewa High School at 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
6. 

Alina Reed, Wabash Plain Deal- 
er freelance reporter, may be 
reached by email at sports@ 
wabashplaindealer.com. 


Southwood girls varsity takes 
the win from visiting Manchester 


Knights hosted the 
annual Wabash County 
Basketball Tournament 


By ALINA REED 
Wabash Plain Dealer 


Tennessee 10, Rice 9, Alabama 8, Arizona St. EASTERN CONFERENCE y-clinched division Freelance Reporter 
7, Washington St 3, Oregon St. 2, lowa St. 2. Atlantic Division z-clinched first round bye 
W L Pct GB -clinched home-field advantage 
The AP Top 25 Men’s Basketball Poll Phila. 6 1 .857 7 e On Tuesday, Dec. 29, and 
The top 25 teams in The Associated Press’ Boston 5 3 625 1% unday’s Games 2 
college basketball poll, with first-place votes New York 4 3 571 2 Baltimore 38, Cincinnati 3 Wednesday, Dec. 30, South 
in parentheses, records through Jan. 3, total Brooklyn 3 4 429 3 a ee Mian 7 re wood High School hosted the 
points based on 25 points for a first-place Toronto 1 5 167 4% eveland 24, Pittsburg _ 
vote through one point for a 25th-place vote Southeast Division Minnesota 37, Detroit 35 annual Wabash County Bas 
and previous ranking W L Pct GB i Giants 23, ae r M ketball Tournament. 
Record Pts Prv Orlando 5 2 714 = ew England 28, N.Y. Jets ea ee 
1. Gonzaga (63) 10-0 1599 1 Atlanta 4 3 571 1 Tampa Bay 44, Atlanta 27 Kicking off the second day 
2. Baylor (1) 9-0 1537 2 Miami Tre: 35 Chicagn 16 of the tourney, Southwood 
3. Villanova 8-1 1453 4 Charlotte 2 5 .286 3 Indianapolis 28, Jacksonville i irl fi to face 
4. Texas 8-1 1415 8 Washington 2 5 286 3 LA. Chargers 38, Kansas City 21 varsity girls were set to fac 
5. lowa 9-2 1298 10 Central Division T E Manchester. 
6. Kansas 8-2 1224 3 W L Pet GB Las Vegas 32, Denver 31 Manch rs junior Mak- 
7. Creighton 8-2 1140 11 Indiana 5 2 .714 — New Orleans 33, Carolina 7 anc HEsteh SI he fi Vanrure 
8. Wisconsin 9-2 1085 6 Milwaukee 4 3 571 1 Seattle 26, San Francisco 23 enzy Meyer was the first to yi 
mee Me es) ene score points for the game —— 
. Michigan - i i A : i —: 
11. Houston 8-1 977 5 Detroit 1 6 143 4 Shortly after Southwood S 
3 Misen j rt 47 12 WESTERN CONFERENCE Sra ak a senior Maggie Ball didn't 
. Missouri - urday, Jan. : : 
14, West Virginia 8-3 706 9 Southwest Division indianapolis at Buffalo, 1:05 p.m. back down and assisted with 
ee, GS SB moe Yb at aaaea | putting points on the board 
. Minnesota R ew Urieans F = y l Or mM. . 
17. Oregon 8-1 545 21 Dallas 3 4 429 1 Sunday, Jan. 10 for the Knights. The end of 
18. Texas Tech 8-3 445 13 Houston 2 3 .400 1 aeai ae 1 ree the first quarter concluded 
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21. Duke 3-2 280 20 nee i BIS TONAL A NOErE 12-11. 
22. Virginia 5-2 258 23 w ct : 
23. Saint Louis 7-1 133 - Utah 4 2 667 — _ Saturday, Jan. 16 and Sunday, Jan. 17 Starting off the second 
23. Michigan St. 7-3 133 17 Portland 3 3 .500 1 eee remaining at roan ae quarter, senior Emma Garri- 
25. Florida St. 5-2 120 18 Denver 2 4 333 2 lowest seed remaining at Kansas Ci : 
Others receiving votes: Florida 110, Louis- Minnesota 2 4 333 2  TBDvs.TBD ott and Eva Bazzoni scored 
ville 103, Ohio St. 96, Northwestern 86, Okla- Oklahoma City 2 4 .333 2 TBDvs.TBD two points each bringing the 
homa St. 68, Arizona 25, Colorado 19, BYU Pacific Division 7 > 
18, Drake 17, NC State 16, Oklahoma 15, W L Pct GB CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS score 12-15, Manchester’s 
Arkansas 14, Seton Hall 11, UCLA 6, Xavier L.A. Clippers 5 2 714 — Sunday, Jan. 24 lead. Southwood sophomore 
5, San Diego St. 4, UConn 4, LSU 3, Boise St. Phoenix 5 2 714 — F in Deal 
3 indiana 2, Alabama 2. Syracuse 1. LA Lakers zo 5 H4 — TED Ella Haupert lost control of l Photo by Alina Reed / Plain Dea er 
Golden State 4 3 571 1 NFC the ball and Bazzoni was able Manchester’s Eva Bazzoni keeps the ball from Southwood’s 
ATLANTIC pean are mes Sacramento 3 4 429 2 TBD to rebound bringing the score Ella Haupert. 
Wanaten 2 Gao 8 4288 ote 15 aso Sunday Fen. 7 Cie eesti TE ete ence C 
Irginia tec : : rango |W, severan are t aina Winer made an amaz- “Once Southwood start- 
Louisville 2 01.000 7 1.875 Phila. 118, Charlotte 101 At Tampa, Fla. ie He vs af ooh ESE ae nr 
NC State 2 01.000 6 1 .857 Miami "18 Oklahoma City 90 TBD, 6:30 p.m. the heat from Manchester ing shot pe ey as to e tting shots and things 
Syracuse 1 01.000 6 1.857 NewYork 113, Atlanta 108 with the score at 14-23. A 38-27, the Knights lead. weren’t going our way, we 
puke 1 01000 3 2600 Miwaukee 125, Det MAN ACO timeout was called at 31.9 The fourth quarter went by started to shut down mental- 
Duke 1 01.000 3 2.600 Milwaukee 125, Detroit 115 EDOTA Imeout was Called a . T q a 7 i a j 
Clemson 2 1 .667 8 1 .889 Dallas 113, Houston 100 i seconds by Southwood. The fast and Manchester starte and struggled to play as 
GeorgiaTech 2 1 .667 6 3 667 Indiana 118, New Orleans 116, OT CINCINNATI BENGALS — Signed DT Free- ari y as a ee I A a ee y 
Florida St. 1 1 .500 5 2.714 Golden State 137, Sacramento 106 dom Akinmoladun, LS Dan Godsil, S Trayvon Knig ts were abie to s 1p ın to lose their e. Ou WOO a eam. ope as a team we 
penur l l a 7 re jeer Games aaa Te a oe two more points leaving the was able to capitalize on this continue to strive for a win- 
0 arolina : : ah at Brooklyn i ; , : : : 
Wake Forest 0 1 .000 3 1.750 LA.Lakers at Memphis Lewis and Winston Rose, HB Jacques Pat- score at halftime at 17-23. and brought the end score to ning record, wina conference 
Miami 0 3 .000 4 4.500 Minnesota at Denver bate QB Kyle Shurmur to reserve/future The third quarter began and 55-38. championship, and a win in 
Notre Dame 0 3 .000 3 6 .333 San Antonio at L.A. Clippers contracts. CRs : : ” 
Boston College 0 3 000 2 7 .222 Chicago at Portland CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed cB Brian | Southwood made a come- “Winning makes me realize sectionals. 
Tuesday’s Games > hee Games ala et Tn 2 pai oe ‘; back. With the score close, that the hard work that we Southwood will be host- 
NC State at Clemson Cleveland at Orlando, 7 p.m. — Signe s Tom Kenne- ne : . . Do og z : 
North Carolina at Miami Houston at indiana, 7 p.m. dy, Victor Bolden, G Evan Brown, S Jalen El- Southwood Junior Bailey put into playing pays off, ing Marion High School at 
Wednesday’s Games Washington at Phila., 7 p.m. liott and LB Anthony Pittman to future deals. Wyatt shot three points bring- said Ball. “I plan to contin- 6:15 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 6. 
Pittsburgh at Syracuse, 4:30 p.m Boston at Miami, 7:30 p.m MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed OL Zack : y p 8 : : 
Florida St. at Syracuse, ppd. Charlotte at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m. Bailey, FB Jake Bargas, T Blake Brande, QBs | ing the score to 30-25. Man- ue working on my accuracy Manchester will be trav- 
Virginia Tech at Louisville, 6:30 p.m. Utah at New York, 7:30 p.m. de Browning id Nate ee S end chester quickly called a time- with scoring to become a eling to face Triton High 
Boston College at Duke, 8:30 p.m. Detroit at Milwaukee, 8 p.m. irk an s Tae Hayes and Cordrea Tank- . . $ E 
Wake Forest at Virginia, 9 p.m. Oklahoma City at New Orleans, 8 p.m. ersley to reserve/future contracts. out in hopes to regroup on a more reliable scorer for the School at 7:30 p.m. Thurs 
Georgia Tech at Notre Dame, ppd. Toronto at Phoenix, 9 p.m. eye PeT = Signed r new game plan. The quarter team”. day, Jan. 7. 
Chicago at Sacramento, 10 p.m. oberto Aguayo and Justin Rohrwasser, ( : : “A; . . i ; ic 
BIG EAST CONFERENCE L.A. Clippers at Golden State, 10 p.m. Jake Dolegala, DLs Bill Murray and Nick | Continued with the scores “Going into this game we Alina Reed, Wabash Plain Deal 
Conference All Games Thursday’s Games Thurman, 1 Ross Megni DS Angelo close and fans on the edge were already down from a er freelance reporter, may be 
W L Pct W L Pct Phila. at Brooklyn, 7:30 p.m. oss an s Devin omith, Kristian WIIK- ; = i = i 
Villanova 3 01.000 8 1.889 Cleveland at Memphis, 8 p.m. erson and Isaiah Zuber to reserve/future | Of their seat. At the buzz tough loss against North- reached by email at sports@ 
Seton Hall 5 1 .833 8 4.667 Dallas at Denver, 10 p.m. contracts. er, Southwood sophomore field,’ said Bazzoni. wabashplaindealer.com. 
NC AA HC AC E Enrique Salazar, soph- nior, football more, women’s soccer E Samantha Campbell, 
bitais omore, men’s cross countr E Conner Sherwin, se- W Adelle Stanko, sopho- junior, volleyball 
y . cy . . 
From page A4 From page A4 E Alex Wade, sopho- nior, football more, women’s soccer E Lauren Gandhi, senior, 
more, men’s cross country E Bryce Tomasi, senior, W Paige Young, sopho- volleyball 
basketball, all coached in the Manchester Universi- W Hannah Brubaker, football more, women’s soccer E Dakota Goetz, sopho- 


state, which for decades had a 
single-class state tournament 
won famously in 1954 by Mi- 
lan High, the inspiration for 
Hollywood’s “Hoosiers.” 

So perhaps bringing March 
Madness back home to In- 
diana, home of the NCAA’s 
headquarters, was the natural 
choice. 


ty had 30 student-athletes 
earn Academic All-HCAC 
honors this fall: 

E Lucas Fontanez, se- 
nior, men’s cross country 

E Dylan Leininger, soph- 
omore, men’s cross country 

E Thomas Richardson, 
sophomore, men’s cross 
country 


sophomore, women’s cross 
country 

E Fiona Frost, junior, 
women’s cross country 

E Dinah Gilbert, junior, 
women’s cross country 

E Lauren Smith, sopho- 
more, women’s cross coun- 


try 
E Charlie Peterson, ju- 


@ Shayla Welch, sopho- 
more, women’s golf 

E Cate Bennett, junior, 
women’s soccer 

E Brooke Bouwens, 
sophomore, women’s soc- 
cer 

E Becca Colbert, junior, 
women’s soccer 

@ Alexandra Parr, sopho- 


E Karly Eichenauer, se- 
nior, women’s tennis 


E Rebecca Porter- 
field- Winstead, senior, 
women’s tennis 

E Michayle Rasbaugh, 


sophomore, women’s ten- 
nis 

E Maddy Russow, junior, 
women’s tennis 


more, volleyball 

E Rachel Ressler, sopho- 
more, volleyball 

E Mackenzie Rooks, se- 
nior, volleyball 

E Sara Shultz, 
more, volleyball 

Dillon Bender is the sports 
information director for Man- 
chester University. 
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Wife 
grapples 
with family’s 
history of 
sexual 
dysfunction 


DEAR ABBY: When my 
husband and I were first 
married, I had no idea why 
his mother and sisters were 
so hostile. When they start- 
ed treating our children the 
same way, my husband fi- 
nally addressed the issue. 
We moved out of town, and 
he finally told me that when 
he was in his teens and early 
20s, he had 
had sex with 
all of them, 
which was 
why they 
didn’t like 
me. 

After an es- 
trangement 
of many 
years, he has 
now started 
talking to his mother and 
sisters again. His mother is 
now in her 70s. It breaks 
my heart that he is talking 
to people he had sex with, 
but he says it is OK be- 
cause they are “family.” In 
my opinion, he should have 
nothing to do with them. 
Please tell me how I need to 
handle things. — “All In The 
Family” 

DEAR “ALL IN”: You cannot 
control what another adult 
does. I sympathize with 
your feelings, and I agree 
your husband’s family situ- 
ation was beyond unhealthy. 
However, from what you 
wrote, I get the impression 
that you would be equal- 
ly upset if he were talking 
with ex-girlfriends. If your 
husband wants to talk to his 
relatives, he’s going to do it 
regardless of whether or not 
you find it threatening. My 
question to you would be, 
are you willing to tolerate 
it? 

DEAR ABBY: My girlfriend 
suffers from depression. She 
says she loves me, but there 
are times she won’t contact 
me for days because of it. 
During this most recent bout 
of depression, she hasn’t 
talked to me for a month. 

I finally got fed up. I told 
her the next time she talks 
to me it should either be a 
breakup call or to give me 
an apology. Was I right to 
say that? I don’t know what 
to do. — Unsure In The East 

DEAR UNSURE: You say 
your girlfriend suffers from 
depression. Is she under the 
care of a doctor and receiv- 
ing treatment for it? Is her 
family aware of the fact that 
when she cycles down she is 
incommunicado? If she’s so 
incapacitated that she can’t 
communicate, they should 
be notified so she can get 
the professional help she 
needs, including an adjust- 
ment in her medications if 
necessary. 

I agree she owes you an 
apology, and I can’t fault 
you for telling her. But I 
would not recommend men- 
tioning breaking up while 
she’s in a vulnerable mental 
State. 

DEAR ABBY: I am a 
55-year-old successful busi- 
nesswoman who has fallen 
in love with a man who has 
nothing. I would have to 
support him completely in 
retirement, but he is so lov- 
able, so kind and so much 
fun. He does bring me great 
joy and happiness. What 
should I do — stay with him 
and take on the burden of 
his finances or just keep 
moving? — Eye To The Fu- 
ture In Pennsylvania 

DEAR EYE: You are a 
55-year-old successful busi- 
nesswoman. I assume you 
are asking me whether you 
should marry this man or 
not, even though you find 
him lovable, kind and fun to 
be with. People have valu- 
able assets to offer besides 
money. However, before 
you make any trips to the 
altar, I suggest you have a 
chat with your attorney, just 
in case your assessment of 
him should change after the 
wedding. 

Dear Abby is written by Abigail 
Van Buren, also known as Jeanne 
Phillips, and was founded by her 
mother, Pauline Phillips. Contact 
Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com 
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, 
CA 90069. 
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PREVIOUS SOLUTION 


How to play: Complete 
the grid so that every 
row, column and 3x3 
box contains every 
digit from 1 to 9. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


The Gopher’s 
game is starting! 


I think it’s 
the perfect 
size. \ + 


— 


WHY CAN A SMALL PEPSI 


SOUND LIKE A U.S. STATE? 
BECAUSE IT’S A --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app « Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 


OTO 
vA NA 


©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
All Rights Reserved. 


mere COL" 
here: KAA DSA i LAADA 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: PRONE PHONY GENIUS JABBER 
Answer: When they spotted the alligator on the golf 
course, it caused — APPREHENSION 


Saturday’s 


THE FAMILY CIRCUS By Bil Keane 


©2021 Bil Keane, inc. 
Dist. by King Features Synd. 
www.familycircus.com 


“I don’t think Mommy wants you 
playing hide-and-seek in the ...” 


BEETLE BAILEY 


WE HAVE DETECTED 
A PROBLEM WITH 
YOUR COMPUTER. 
SEND US YOUR 
PASSWORD AND 
WE'LL FIX IT 


BLONDIE 


HI & LOIS 


UH-OH, 
SUNBEAM MELTED 
DITTO'S CANDY BAR. 


BC 


ARE YOU GONNA 
SAY SOMETHING? 


JohnHartStudios.com 


DILBERT 


T SAW ON THE NEWS 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
PLANS TO ROUND UP ALL 

BALD PEOPLE AND PUT 

THEM IN CAMPS. 


GARFIELD 


AROOOOOOO! 


i 


FORT KNOX 


| PON'T EVEN THINK ABOUT 
pa ME FOR MONEY. 


T WOULPN'T 
PREAM OF IT. 


ANYTHING FOR ME 
IN THE MAIL? 


.com/WizardOfld 


YOU CAN'T 
FIX OUR 
COMPUTER 


DITTO'S 


9-1 GAVO Wil 


HERE You GO. (TS 
A REMINDER THAT 
ITS TIME TO HAVE 
YOUR HEAD EXAMINER 


© 2021 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserve 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 


DILBERT.COM, 


©2021 Comicana, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndicate. 


I CAN'T COMPLAIN 


you DA 
REALLY ARE HIS 
STICKING 


A 
z 


NAR 


GOING 
TO BE 


AD. 
M O 
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I DON'T EVEN 
KNOW WHAT 


©John Hart Studios Inc. All rights reserved 
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YOU SHOULD BE 
EMBARRASSED FOR 
BELIEVING A STORY 
SO OBVIOUSLY 


AROOOOOOO000000000! 


© 2021 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved. 
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GOOV! MONEY HAS A 
WAY OF VIVIVING PEOPLE. 


T AGREE! MINV 
IF I BORROW 
SOMETHING ELSEP 


LET ME 
SEE THAT! 


NAN 
=a 


OES 


picklescomic.com 
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THIS ISN'T 
WORKING! 
MAYBE IFI 
MASH ALL 
THE KEYS 
ALL AT 


TM TRYING, BUT I DON'T KNOW 
IF I CAN MAKE IT THROUG 
a ANOTHER 


MOM'S GONNA 
BE MADDER 


HiandLois.com 


Dist. by Creators 


WAS JUST ABOUT TO CALL 
YOU UP FOR DINNER 


THIS YEAR'S 
ae) GONNA BE BETTER 
ALREADY 


THEY SAID 
YOU'D SAY 


WE'LL RETORN 
TO "FOLL MOON 
THEATER" 


YOU WATCH 
THIS JONK?! 


VIAMONV'S ANP 
PRECIOUS METALS. 


\T SANS ITS TIME 
To HAVE MY EYES 
EXAMINED! 


THEY'RE IN) 


ist, by Washington Post Writers Group 
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Being a Christian does not 
exempt us from tough training 


From the writings of the Rev. 
Billy Graham 
Q: I have just recently ac- 
cepted God 
Billy 


into my life 
Graham 


and am a 
shut-in. My 
My Answer 


neighbor sug- 
gested I start 
listening to a 
church pro- 


gram on TV. 
The preach- 
er promises 
that those 


who come to 
Christ will have happiness 
and prosperity. Another friend 
told me to expect difficulties 
which can help me grow in 
my faith. Which is it? — P. P. 
A: New believers in Jesus 
Christ may receive false im- 
pressions of the normal Chris- 
tian life. He or she may hear 
a preacher who wants to win 
hearers to Christ and therefore 
glamorizes the Christian ex- 
perience by making it sound 
as carefree and positive as 
he can. Many times believers 


begin their Christian walk on 
an emotional high. They see 
remarkable answers to prayer 
and experience the world in a 
rosy glow. 

This is areminder of how the 
American public felt during 
the first few days of the war in 
the Persian Gulf. Everything 
seemed to be going our way 
as our brave pilots crushed 
enemy installations with lit- 
tle opposition. The president 
warned against “euphoria” as 
a result of these apparent suc- 
cesses. 


Being a Christian does not 
exempt us from tough train- 
ing, which may mean suffer- 
ing. If the training were easy, 
we would not be prepared for 
the tough days ahead. All peo- 
ple experience disasters, trou- 
bles, and illnesses. The differ- 
ence for the Christian is that 
Jesus Himself will be with us 
every step of the way, and the 
challenges of life do help us 
grow in the things of the Lord. 
Being a Christian is a daily 
process whereby we grow to 
be more and more like Christ. 


SZCFBFUPC; 
UCRFEV JK 


CYVEMH BEKD 


CELEBRITY CIPHER 


by Luis Campos 
Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present. 
Each letter in the cipher stands for another. 


“JYVEV’C U HKJ KO FPJVAEFJM DFJY 
MKZ EVUHHM CJFHH 
TV JYV TVCJ XVECFKP 


KO MKZECVHO MKZ BUP TV.” 


Previous Solution: “Life’s not about expecting, hoping and wishing, it’s about 
doina. beina and becomina.” — Mike Dooley 
TODAY'S CLUE: W sienbə 
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Opinion 
Republicans can support 
democracy or Trump 


SPEAK UP 


How to contact 
your legislators: 


U.S. Sen. Todd Young, 
R-Ind. 

B33 Russell Senate 
Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
1-202-224-5623 
http://young.senate.gov/ 
contact 


U.S. Sen. Mike Braun, 
R-Ind. 

B85 Russell Senate 
Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
202-224-4814 
http://braun.senate.gov/ 


U.S. Rep. Jackie Walorski, 
R-District 2 

419 Cannon House 

Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 
202-225-3915 


State Sen. Andy Zay, 
R-District 17 

Indiana Senate 

200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
1-800-382-9467 
Senator.Zay@iga.in.gov 


State Rep. David Wolkins, 
R-District 18 

Indiana House 

200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
1-800-382-9841 
h18@in.gov 


To email any 
Indiana lawmaker, 
go to this website: 
www.in.gov/cgi-bin/ 
legislative/contact/ 

contact.pl 


LETTERS 
GUIDELINES 


The Wabash Plain Dealer 
encourages your letters to the 
editor forum, which is 
designed to be a forum for 
exchange of ideas between 
readers about issues of com- 
munity importance. 


Please sign your letter. Your 
name will be used with the 
letter that is published in the 
Plain Dealer. Your letter will be 
returned if it is your desire to 
remain anonymous. 


Since we may want to write 
or Call you to verify the letter, 
we ask that you include your 
address and telephone num- 
ber. All our letters to the editor 
are published in the interest 
of fair play, so we trust our 
letter writers will refrain from 
personal attacks on other 
persons or groups. 


A letter should be less than 
two pages long, preferably of 
double-spaced typing. 


In order to give everyone an 
opportunity to participate in 
this exchange of ideas, please 
try to limit your letters to one 
per month per household. 


To submit a letter, please 
write the Wabash Plain Dealer 
at 99 W. Canal St., Wabash, IN 
46992. 


Letters also may be 
hand-delivered to the news- 
paper office, 99 W. Canal St. 
The office is open 9-11:30 
a.m. and 1-4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. If you should 
deliver a letter during 
non-business hours, a drop 
slot is located to the left of the 
front door. Letters may be 
faxed to 260-563-0816, or 
email them to news@ 
wabashplaindealer.com with 
“Letters to the Editor” in the 
subject line. 


es 
DAILY 
SCRIPTURE 


Yet if anyone suffers as a 
Christian, let him not be 
ashamed, but let him glorify 
God in that name. 

1 Peter 4:16 


A Congress prepares for what 
should be a routine confirmation 
of the results of the 2020 presidential 
election, its Republican members are 
divided between those who will do 
their constitutional duty and ratify 
Joe Biden and Kamala Harris’ victo- 
ry and those who will abet President 
Trump’s unhinged and self-serving 
attack on the democratic process. 

Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas and other 
Republicans who have said they will 
challenge Biden electors at Wednes- 
day’s joint session of Congress may 
pontificate about the need to address 
“irregularities” in the election. But 
don’t be fooled: Threats to contest 
Biden’s election aren’t rooted in 
legitimate qualms about an election 
whose integrity has been repeatedly 
reaffirmed by recounts, audits and 
courts. 

Any senator or representative who 
lodges objections Wednesday will 
be supporting a shameful assault on 
the Constitution and the will of the 
people, as illustrated with startling 
clarity by Trump’s thuggish effort 
over the weekend to pressure a Geor- 
gia election official to “find” enough 


votes to overturn Biden’s victory in 
the state. Fortunately, Georgia Sec- 
retary of State Brad Raffensperger 
didn’t indulge Trump’s fantasies. 

Other Republicans are standing up 
to the president as well. 

After Cruz and 10 other Repub- 
lican senators announced that they 
would challenge Biden electors 
in hopes of having a commission 
“audit” the election results, Sen. 
Patrick J. Toomey of Pennsylvania 
responded: “A fundamental, defining 
feature of a democratic republic is 
the right of the people to elect their 
own leaders. The effort by Sens. 
[Josh] Hawley [R-Mo.], Cruz, and 
others to overturn the results of the 
2020 presidential election in swing 
states like Pennsylvania directly 
undermines this right.” 

Four Republican senators — Susan 
Collins of Maine, Lisa Murkowski 
of Alaska, Bill Cassidy of Louisiana 
and Mitt Romney of Utah — joined a 
bipartisan statement declaring: “The 
voters have spoken, and Congress 
must now fulfill its responsibility to 
certify the election results.” 

Sen. Tom Cotton of Arkansas, 


WEST WING STORY 


WHEN YOU'RE A TRUMP 


YOU'RE A TRUMP ALL THE WAY 
FROM THAT FIRST LITTLE TWEET 
TO YOUR LAST LYIN' DAY 


WHEN YOU'RE A TRUMP 


generally a supporter of the presi- 
dent, announced that he too “‘will 

not oppose the counting of certified 
electoral votes on Jan. 6” — though 
Cotton added the gratuitous sugges- 
tion that a commission be formed “to 
study the last election and propose 
reforms to protect the integrity of our 
elections.” 

Finally, former Vice President Dick 
Cheney and Donald Rumsfeld were 
among all 10 living former secretar- 
ies of Defense — in Republican and 
Democratic administrations alike 
— who issued a statement declaring: 
“The time for questioning the results 
has passed; the time for the formal 
counting of the electoral college 
votes, as prescribed in the Constitu- 
tion and statute, has arrived.” 

Republican members of Congress 
face a stark choice Wednesday: 
Stand with these patriots, or join 
forces with Trump and his entourage 
of cultists, crackpots and conspir- 
acy theorists. Those who make 
the wrong choice will tarnish their 
reputations indelibly. 

This editorial was first published in the Los 
Angeles Times. 


WHEN YOU'RE A TRUMP 

IT'S THE TRUTH THAT DISTRACTS 
JUST KEEP TO THE SCRIPT 

USE ALTERNATIVE FACTS 


WHEN YOU SUCK UP 


AND YOU'RE LOSING TO BIDEN 
JUST SAY THE VOTE'S RIGGED 
START SUIN' AND FIGHTIN’ 


TO A GRIFTER NAMED TRUMP 
YOU'LL LEARN WHEN IT'S OVER 
THAT YOU WERE THE CHUMP 


Preserve women’s history, inspire others 


ime me, a highlight of 2020 has 
been chairing the Indiana Wom- 
en’s Suffrage Centennial Commis- 
sion. The commission was created to 
commemorate and celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of Indiana’s ratification of 
the 19th Amendment, 
which guaranteed 

that the right to vote 
could not be denied 
based on gender. By 
preserving the collec- 
tive work incredible 
Hoosier women and 
men made throughout 
this movement we 

are inspiring future 
generations. 

As acommission, we wanted to 
ensure that this important piece of his- 
tory is not and will not be forgotten. 
The suffrage movement demonstrated 
that ordinary people when working 
together, can make an extraordinary 
impact. The legacy of women leading 
the way in Indiana is not a new phe- 
nomenon, rather it is a part of the very 
fabric of who Hoosiers are. 

During 2020, I traveled our state 
to share and learn more about how 
the suffrage movement unfolded in 
Indiana. The Commission developed 
and supported programming aimed 
at unearthing untold or lesser-known 
stories as well as those that would 


Suzanne 
Crouch 


The Electoral 
College must go 


As you are probably aware, we 
don’t vote for a president. We vote 
for an elector who is designated to 
vote for the president. The system is 
set up to protect small states, which 
made some sense as a compromise 
when our nation was forming but 
now is an anachronism. Each state 
is allotted the number of electors 
that represent the total of represen- 
tatives in the House of Represen- 
tatives from the state, plus the two 
U.S. senators. So all states start 
with two votes no matter their size. 
We have two plus nine (nine repre- 
sentatives) for a total of 11. 

So let’s look at what the electoral 
college does. Indiana’s population 
is close to 6.6 million, while Ver- 
mont has about 625,000. Indiana 
has more than 10 times the pop- 


both educate and preserve the individ- 
ual and collective legacies of women 
whose efforts were instrumental in 
the movement. 

Some of my favorite moments 
include: 

Jan. 16 Statehouse Celebration — 
Hundreds, from General Assembly 
members and suffrage commissioners 
to Girl Scouts, League of Women 
Voters members and ordinary citi- 
zens, gathered to recognize Indiana’s 
ratification of the 19th Amendment. 

Preserving Women’s Legacy Grants 
— One-time grants allowed Indiana 
Main Street organizations in Angola, 
Michigan City and Peru to discover, 
preserve and tell stories about the 
contributions women made in their 
communities. 

Suffrage Block Party — In August, 
the Indiana Historical Society, Indiana 
State Museum and others hosted a 
weeklong virtual celebration featuring 
talks, and workshops highlighting the 
work of suffrage scholars, thinkers 
and artists around Indiana. 

New artworks unveiled at the State- 
house — Two original works of art, a 
quilt titled “Together” by Indianap- 
olis artist Kassie Woodworth and a 
painting titled “nINeteeth” by Decatur 
artist Shelby Nower, were unveiled as 
part of the state’s permanent public 
art collection. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


ulation of Vermont. \We get 11 
electoral votes and Vermont gets 3. 
(They only have one representative 
in the House.) So with 10 times the 
population, we get less than 4 times 
the electoral votes. That means that 
in Indiana there are about 600,000 
citizens per elector and in Vermont 
about 200,000. A vote in Vermont 
equals 3 in Indiana. 

The Supreme Court back in 1964 
stated that when divisions of repre- 
sentation are set up in a state they 
should be apportioned to their pop- 
ulation so that you don’t have one 
district for example with 100,000 
population having the same repre- 
sentation as another with 300,000. 
That wouldn’t be fair. One person 
one vote. 

The alternate argument is to pro- 
tect the smaller states. But they 
already have an oversized influence 
in one of the two national legislative 


New discoveries — Thanks in part 
to Indiana Humanities May Wright 
Sewall Fellowships, we learned more 
about how Indiana women shaped 
suffrage and politics, including the 
lives and work of Black Hoosier 
suffragists and Monroe County and 
South Bend-area suffragists, and the 
participation of Black Hoosier wom- 
en in the 1920 elections immediately 
following the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment. 

More can be found about these proj- 
ects and other activities the commis- 
sion supported throughout the year at 
IndianaSuffrage100.org. 

This year serves as a reminder that 
we truly are in this together. The col- 
lective work women and men of the 
19th and 20th centuries committed 
themselves should serve as both a ref- 
erence and a charge to dream wildly 
and pursue the unthinkable. When 
we preserve women’s history, we are 
equipping future generations with the 
understanding that it takes everyone 
to raise Indiana and our nation to 
greater heights than ever before. 

Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch constitutionally 
serves as the President of the Indiana Sen- 
ate, statutorily serves as the Secretary of 
Agriculture and Rural Development, chairs 
the Indiana Intellectual and Developmental 
Disabilities Task Force and oversees four state 
agencies. 


bodies. Vermont has one senator for 
300,000 population and Indiana has 
one for 3.3 million. California has 
one for 20 million). I think 10 times 
the representation — Vermont over 
Indiana — covers that very well. 
While getting rid of the Electoral 
College would require amend- 
ing the constitution, not an easy 
task, there is a work-around being 
promoted. States that adopt the 
National Popular Vote Interstate 
Compact agree to require their 
electors to vote for whoever wins 
the popular vote. If enough states 
adopt the compact then the person 
who wins the most votes would win 
the presidency. Fifteen states and 
Washington, D.C. have adopted it, 
representing 73 percent of the votes 
needed for it to go into effect. Indi- 
ana has not. 
Dean Beery 
North Manchester 
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AD 2020: 
The long 
view 


ime magazine, demonstrating 

the legacy media’s continued 
decline into irrelevance, has deemed 
2020 “the worst year ever.” 

No, not hardly, and that claim is 
easily dismissed with an expansion 
of Descartes’ “I think, therefore I 
am.” If you are reading this, you are 
not dead yet. Ergo, not the worst 
year ever. 

There are plenty 
of candidates for the 
worst year ever. 

In 536, for 
example, volcanic 
eruptions blanketed 
much of the world in 
fog, plunging tem- 
peratures, breeding 
crop failures and 
widespread starva- 
tion — it was the beginning of an era 
so bleak it just had to be called the 
Dark Ages. 

In 1349, the Black Death plague 
killed half the population of Europe 
and wrought changes so profound 
they affected the rest of human 
history. 

In 1520, smallpox raced through 
the Americas, killing between 60 
and 90 percent of the original inhabi- 
tants. 

And of course, there was 1919. 
Still trying to cope with tens of 
millions of deaths from World War 
I and the Spanish flu pandemic, 
Americans had to endure riots, 
bombs mailed to government 
officials by anarchists, a peace treaty 
that would set the stage for World 
War II, and the prospect of a sober 
1920 as Prohibition kicked in. 

So, no matter how bad you think 
2020 was, just imagine how much 
worse it would have been for you in 
one of those earlier years. In addition 
to which, you’d be, you know, dead 
now. 

All we need to put this admittedly 
bad but not completely awful year 
behind us are a few words of inspira- 
tion looking to the future. 

Unfortunately, there is no one in 
the public sphere today eloquent 
enough to give us such a vision. 

Gov. Holcomb says there is 
“unprecedented opportunity” today 
for “those who keep their wits about 
them” to “keep calm and carry on.” 
And our future is ahead of us. 

President-elect Biden says that we 
“must make the promise of the coun- 
try real for everybody — no matter 
their race, their ethnicity, their faith, 
their identity, or their disability.” And 
we're all in this together. 

We must reach back to look 
forward. 

To John Kennedy in 1962, when 
he said we chose to go to the moon 
not because it was easy but because 
it was hard, “because that goal 
will serve to organize and measure 
the best of our energies and skills, 
because that challenge is one that 
we are willing to accept, one we 
are unwilling to postpone, and one 
which we intend to win, and the 
others, too.” 

To Ronald Reagan, on the occasion 
of the Challenger explosion in 1986, 
who told us that the pain of losing 
those astronauts was part of part of 
the process of exploration and dis- 
covery and that the future “doesn’t 
belong to the fainthearted; it belongs 
to the brave. The Challenger crew 
was pulling us into the future, and 
we’ll continue to follow them.” 

And to William Faulkner, whose 
1950 Nobel Prize acceptance speech 
deserves the most extensive citation 
because it seemed to look ahead 
to all our aspirations like the moon 
landing and all our setbacks like the 
Challenger explosion and put it all 
into perspective: 

“T decline to accept the end of man. 
It is easy enough to say that man is 
immortal because he will endure: 
that when the last ding-dong of 
doom has clanged and faded from 
the last worthless rock hanging 
tideless in the last red and dying eve- 
ning, that even then there will still 
be one more sound: that of his puny 
inexhaustible voice, still talking. I 
refuse to accept this. 

“T believe that man will not merely 
endure; he will prevail. He is im- 
mortal, not because he alone among 
creatures has an inexhaustible voice, 
but because he has a soul, a spirit 
capable of compassion and sacrifice 
and endurance.” 

We move through history, history 
moves through us, and through good 
years and bad, we will endure. 

Leo Morris, columnist for The Indiana 
Policy Review, is winner of the Hoosier Press 
Association's award for Best Editorial Writer. 
Morris, as opinion editor of the Fort Wayne 
News-Sentinel, was named a finalist in edi- 
torial writing by the Pulitzer Prize committee. 
Contact him at leoedits@yahoo.com. 


Leo 
Morris 
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Special Notice 


HELP WANTED - 
DRIVERS 


New Starting Base 
Pay - .50 com 
w/ option to make 
.60 cpm for Class A 
CDL Flatbed 
Drivers, Excellent 
Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 
800-648-9915 or 
www.boydandsons. 
com 


FOR SALE - 
MERCHANDISE, 
SERVICES & 
MISCELLANEOUS 


AT&T TV 
- The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All 
Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE 


General Help 


Package, 
$64.99/mo 
plus taxes for 
12months. Premium 
Channels at No 
Charge for One 
Year! 
Anytime, anywhere. 
Some restrictions 
apply. W/ 24-mo. 
agmt (TV price 
higher in 2nd year.) 
Regional 
Sports Fee up to 
$8.49/mo. is extra 
& applies. Call IVS 
1-844-412-9997 


DISH Network. 
$59.99 for 
190 Channels! 
Blazing Fast 
Internet, 
$19.99/mo. 
(where available.) 
Switch & Geta 
FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE 


Smithfield 


hood food. Responsibly 


K 
' 


WE'RE MAKING BACON IN PERU! 
dnd/3rd Shift Full Time 


Direct Hire General Labor 


Starting $15/hr+ shift diff + OT 


apply at: smithfieldfoods.com/careers 
FOE, including disability/vets 
Post offer drug screen and background checks required, 


Smithfield participates in E-Verify. 


Special Notice 


A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 


REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 


ACT NOW TO RECEIVE 
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!* 


| (866) 907-1894 


“Offer value when purchased at retail. Solar panels sold separately. 


Special Notice 
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Special Notice 


Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. 

Call today! 
1-855-551-9764 


DIRECTV - 
Every live 
football game, 
every Sunday 
- anywhere - 
on your favorite 
device. 
Restrictions apply. 
Call IVS - 
1-888-885-8931 


Earthlink 
High Speed Internet. 
As Low As 
$14.95/month 
(for the first 
3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic 
Technology. 
Stream Videos, 
Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-977-7069 


HEALTH/MEDICAL 


LIVE PAIN FREE 
with CBD products 
from AceWellness. 

We guarantee 
highest quality, 
most competitive 
pricing on CBD 
products. Softgels, 
Oils, Skincare, Vape 
& more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 Call 
Now 833-226-3105 


Attention: Oxygen 
Users! Gain free- 
dom with a Port- 
able Oxygen Con- 

centrator! No more 

heavy tanks and re- 
fills! Guaranteed 

Lowest Prices! Call 
the Oxygen Con- 
centrator Store: 

866-770-6849 


FOR SALE - 
MERCHANDISE, 
SERVICES & 
MISCELLANEOUS 


High-Speed 
Internet. 

We instantly 
compare speed, 
pricing, availability 
to find the best 


GENERAC 
o0 


PWREED 


SOLAR + BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM 


SAY HELLO TO AT&T ty 


GET AT&T TV AND GET A YEAR 
OF HBOMAX INCLUDED. 


HBO Max auto-tenews after 12-months at then prevailing rate (currently $14.99/mo.), unless you change or cancel. Reqs you to select offer, 


l 
Call for details! ASK HOW! 


lv Support Holdings LLC 


1-844-412-9997 


AT&T 
Preferred 
Dealer 


©2020 ATAT Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved 


Special Notice 


Business 


Compare Medicare 
SAVERS MUCHAS 
G00-1200/ x. 


AMERICAN PEST 
PROFESSIONALS INC. 


e Inspect 


for new 
x o Detect and existing 
7 , 
& o Correct medicare . 
supplement policy 
Wabash & Miami Counties Mls 
lew cost 
#1 Pest Control Company savings plans. 
* FREE QUOTES 
260-563-5899 * NO OBLIGATION 
z B z * TRUSTED 
1-800-634-5733 i a 
Free Inspections * PERSONALIZED 
a RESULTS. 
With Estimates (765) 472-2291 
www.americanpestpros.com i rie ieee 


Amish Crew 
wants to do 
Pole Barns ° Roofing 
Siding e Remodel 
Redo Old Barns 
Decks e Free 
Estimates 


Swiss Builders LLC 
Cell: 260-438-2508 
or 765-985-3312 


To Place Your Classified Ad Today Call... 


1-800-955-7888 


and press 2 


SERVICES | MERCHANDISE 


i: w 


% 


Special Notice 


service for your 
needs. Starting at 
$39.99/month! 
Quickly compare 
offers from top 
providers. Call 
1-844-961-0666 


Enjoy 100% 
guaranteed, 
delivered-to-the-door 
Omaha Steaks! 
Get 4 FREE Burgers 
and 4 FREE Chicken 
Breasts. Order the 
Omaha Steaks 
Classic ONLY 
$129.99. 


Call 
1-844-873-3738 
mention code 
66762RJX or visit 
www.omahasteaks. 
com/dinner599 


Smart Home 
Installations? 
Geeks on Site 
will install your 
WIFI, Doorbells, 
Cameras, Home 
Theater Systems 
& Gaming 
Consoles. 
$20 OFF 
coupon 42537! 
(Restrictions apply) 
855-668-0067 


Thinking about 
installing a 
new shower? 
American 
Standard 
makes it easy. 
FREE design 
consultation. 
Enjoy your 
shower again! 


Call 
1-855-475-0534 
today to see how 
you can save 
$1,000 on 
installation, 
or visit 
www.newshowerdeal. 
com/hoosier 


Lost 


Wabash, IN 
Looking for Male 
Jack Russell 

Terrier named 
Freebird. He was 
recently adopted 
from the Wabash 
Animal Shelter. 
Cash Reward for his 
return. Please, 
please, help me find 


my dog. 
260-563-2916 
GARAGE/ 
ESTATE SALE 
EMPLOYMENT 


Professional 


FCS is hiring a 
full-time Social 
Worker for the Grant 
County Healthy 
Families Program. 
Bachelor’s degree in 
Social Work or 
related field 
required. Grant 
County resident 
preferred. Schedule 
is flexible. Rate 
ranges from $13-$14 
an hour based on 
experience. 

Send resume to 
Sarah Wright, 
Family Centered 
Services, 1515 N 
Sutton Circle, St. 
Bluffton, IN 46714 or 
swright@fcs-inc.net. 


Sell your unwanted 


items quickly with 


a classified ad. 


part of this 
directory 
for as little as 


765-671-2259 


HEL Hie 


Cn, 


naMarketpla 


General Help 


MARION 

Full-Time 
Warehouse position 
needed at Staggs 
Floor Covering. 
Hours are Monday 
thru Friday, Starting 
Pay $12.00. 

Driver's License 
required, Must be 
self-motivated and 
have great 
organizational skills. 
Bring in resume & 
references and fill 
out application at 
2936 S. Valley Ave. 
Marion, IN. 46953. 
765-664-9610 


PETS 


FARM 


MERCHANDISE 


Furniture 


Jonesboro, IN 
Hospital Bed 
Like new, 

plus two 
therapeutic 
mattresses & 
new trapeze. 
Made by Drive. 
(765)661-4614 


Wanted to Rent/Buy/ 
Trade 


WANTED 
TO BUY 


For your best price 
on tree trimming, 
fallen tree clean up, 
& stump removal. 
Standing walnut 
& oak timber 


In woods 
STEPHENS 
TIMBER, 


Kim or Graig 
cell 765-507-0067 
office 765-675-2469 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


Special Notice 


GUTT 


Leafi 


BEFORE Leaffilter 57 


YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE* 


O 


Filter 


CALL US TODAY FOR 
A FREE ESTIMATE 


z 


- 


Unfurnished 
Apartments 


MARION 


Studio 605 W 3rd 
St; $80/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


Studio 613 W 
Spencer Ave; 
$100/wk; basic 
utilities included 


1 BR 616 S Boots 
St; $80/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


1 BR 3190 E 100 N; 
$100/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


1BR210S 
Branson St; 
$100/wk; tenant 
pays all utilities 


1BR613 W 
Spencer Ave; 
$125/wk; basic 
utilities included 


1 BR 1606 W 
Jeffras St; $100/wk; 
tenant pays electric 


1 BR 215 E 3rd St; 
$150/wk; basic 
utilities included 


2 BR 605 W 3rd St; 
$140/wk; basic 
utilities included 


2 BR 616 S Boots 
St; $100/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


2 BR 624 S Boots 
St; $130-150/wk; 
basic utilities 
included 


2 BR 509 E 
Bradford St; 
$165-175/wk; 
basic utilities 
included 


2 BR 215 E 3rd St; 
$170/wk; basic 
utilities included 


3 BR 616 S Boots 
St; $125/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


3BR311E 
Sherman St; 
$160/wk; tenant 
pays utilities 


JONESBORO 

2 BR 224 E 10th St; 
$120/wk; tenant 
pays electric 


Call us at 
765-662-1499 or 
visit our website 
www.hoosierrental 
group.com for 
more information 


PROTECTION 


a 


SENIOR & MILITARY 


DISCOUNTS 


Promo Number: 285 


ce.com 


Unfurnished 
Apartments 


MARION 


2 Bdrm 
Condos 


Call for 
Availability 


765-662-3460 


Marion 
Spacious 
Luxury 

2 BR street level, 
good storage, 
basement, 

New Carpet, 
Large deck, 

off street parking. 
$625 mo. 

NO PETS 

NO SMOKING 
WITH WASHER 
& DRYER 
317-506-1102 


Friendship Village 
Apartments 
“persons 62 years of 
age or older, 
handicap/disabled, 
regardless of age” 
Available One 
Bedroom 

600 Lohsl 

Lane, Frankfort, IN 
46041 
765-659-9034 
Office Hours: 

Tue & Wed 

8am - 5pm 
friendshipvillage 
@ymail.com 
Amenities Include 
Central 
Heating/Cooling, 
Major Appliances, 
Community Room, 
Laundry Facilities 
on-site. 

“Rental Assistance 
May Be Available for 
eligible households” 
"This Institution is an 
equal opportunity 
provider and 


employer" 

a & 
Furnished 
Apartments 


Large 1 bed in 
country setting near 
Andrews. Washer, 
dryer, dishwasher 
included. Possible 
rent reduction in 
exchange for elderly 
care. $400/month. 
Call 334-332-7472 


INSTALLS ON NEW 
& EXISTING GUTTERS 


eo LIFETIME y, 
WARRANTY 


TO THE FIRST 
50 CALLERS!” 


1-877-361-4260 


Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sün: 2pm-8pm EST 


*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at estimate only. CSLB# 
1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 


License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822)Z License# WV056912 
License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# HO1067000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 
Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registra- 
tion# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 
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Furnished 
Apartments 


MARION 

Mason Village 

1 bedroom 
furnished apt, cable, 
& utilities included 1 
month free internet. 
Starting at $165 a 
week. No Pets 
765-673-5000 


Homes for Rent 


MARION 

Country home 
located at 3258 E 
200 S, Marion 

7 BR, 3 BA 
$1,500/monthly 
tenant pays utilities 
currently remodeling 
Call Hoosier Rental 
Group for more 
information 
765-662-1499 


MARION 


2 BR 2343 W 11th 
St; $450/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR 104 S Race St; 
$500/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR 501 W 1st St; 
$500/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR, 2 BA 1009 N 
Oxford Dr; $700/mo; 
tenant pays all 
utilities 


3 BR 1208 E 30th 
St; $600/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR 1619 E Jeffras 
St; $600/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


3 BR, 2 BA 1621 S 
Boot St; $600/mo; 
tenant pays all 
utilities 


Converse 

2 BR 909 E Wabash 
St; $600/mo; tenant 
pays all utilities 


Call us at 
765-662-1499 or 
visit our website 
www.hoosierrental 
group.com for more 
information 


White Space Sells 


Legals 


NOTICE OF HEARING 


Homes for Rent 


ATTENTION 
SNOWBIRDS 


55 and Older, 
Gated Community 
Naples, Florida 


Available December 
15th thru April 30th. 


Special Complete 
Season Rate 


(765) 662-3460 


*Get Away from Cold 
and Snow* 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 
TRANSPORTATION 


Cars for Sale 


CASH FOR 
CARS 


Highest Prices 
Paid Guaranteed 
for your running 

or non running 


car, truck or van 
with or without 
titles. I pick up 

7 days a week. 

260-224-5228 


FINANCIAL 
LEGALS 


CAREERS 


ARE MADE IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS! 


BEFORE THE WABASH 

COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD 

IN THE MATTER OF THE BUSICK-WHITE 
DRAIN #517 REGULATED DRAIN 
LOCATED IN NOBLE TOWNSHIP, 
WABASH COUNTY, INDIANA 


Special Notice 


Prepare for 


power outages 
with a Generac 


home standby 


generator 


SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HO 
ASSESSMENT TODAY! 


866-953-2203 


FREE 


7-Year Extended Warranty* 


A $695 Value! 


GENERAC 
Ee 


" a> 


GENERAC 


Offer valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020 


Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 


*Terms & Conditions Apply 


To Whom It May Concern: 

You are hereby notified that on the 19th day of 
January 2021, a HEARING will be held at 
10:00 A.M. in the Commissioner’s Meeting 
Room, 2nd floor of the Courthouse, Wabash, 
Indiana, before the Wabash County Drainage 
Board on the proposed Two-Year Higher Main- 
tenance Assessment and a revised watershed 
for the above said drain. The watershed in- 
cludes acreage located in Noble Township, 
Wabash County and Richland Township, 
Miami County, Indiana. 

A second Hearing will be held immediately fol- 
lowing the 10:00 A.M. hearing for the pro- 
posed increase in Annual Maintenance for said 
drain. The Surveyor’s Report and the Sched- 
ule of Assessments have been filed and are 
available for public inspection in the Office of 
the Wabash County Surveyor. Not less than 
five (5) days prior to the date of the hearing, 
any owner of land affected may file with the 
Board a written objection to the Report and or 
Schedule of Assessments. 

Wabash County Drainage Board 

Barry Eppley, Chairman 

Dated: January 6, 2021 

HSPAXLP.01/06/2021 


OF TH N 
DESCRIBED REAL ESTATE AND ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES 


NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE 


Sheriff's Sale File Number: 85-21-0001-SS 

Date & Time of Sale: Tuesday, February 9, 2021, 
lat 10:00 a.m. 

Sale Location: Wabash County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment basement, Miami Street entrance, 79 W. 
Main St., Wabash, IN 46992 

Judgment to be Satisfied: $82,710.62 


(Cause Number: 85D01-1907-MF-000617 
Plaintiff: The Bank of New York Mellon, suc- 
cessor to The Bank of New York, not in its indi- 
vidual capacity but solely as Trustee on behalf of 
he holders of the CIT Mortgage Loan Trust, 
2007-1 Asset-Backed Certificates, Series 2007-1 
Defendant: Nichole L. Culver, State of Indiana 
land Merl G. Ellis 


By virtue of a certified copy of a decree to me, dir- 
lected from the Clerk of Wabash Superior Court of 
Wabash County, Indiana, requiring me to make 
he sum as provided for in said Decree, with in- 
erest and cost, | will expose at public sale to the 
highest bidder, at the hour of 10:00 AM of said 
day as listed above, at 79 West Main Street, Wa- 
bash, IN 46992, the fee simple of the whole body 
of Real Estate in Wabash County, Indiana: 


Lot Number One Hundred Thirty-nine (139), One 
Hundred Forty (140) and One Hundred Forty-One 
141) in Ross Heights Addition to the City of 
Wabash. 


Commonly Known as: 235 Grant St., Wabash, IN 
46992-1105 


Parcel No. 85-14-02-301-135.000-009 


Together with rents, issues, income and profits 
hereof, said sale will be made without relief from 
valuation or appraisement laws. This Notice shall 
also represent service of Notice of Sale of the 
above-described real estate upon the owners, 
pursuant to requirements of IC 32-29-7-3. 


Ryan Baker, Sheriff of Wabash County 
By: Connie Rich, Administrative Assistant 
Phone: (260) 563-8891 


Township of property location: Noble 

Common street address of property: 235 Grant 
St, Wabash, IN 46992-1105 

Property Tax ID: 85-14-02-301-135.000-009 


Attorney: MATTHEW S. LOVE 
Attorney Number: 18762-29 

Law Firm: Feiwell & Hannoy, P.C. 
Contact Number: (317) 237-2727 
F&H Reference #: 101465F01 


The sheriff's office does not warrant the accuracy 
of the commonly known street address. It is the 
lbuyer’s responsibility to research the legal 
description and associated legal filings. 

hspaxlp 
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By DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 


LONDON — Britain is 
facing a long, bleak winter 
as cold, wet weather and 
a more contagious variant 
of the coronavirus put un- 
precedented strain on the 
nation’s hospitals and force 
record numbers of patients 
to wait 12 hours or more, 
sometimes on ambulance 
gurneys, before receiving 
treatment. 

That picture made Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson 
order a third national lock- 
down that started Tuesday 
and requires everyone in 
England to stay at home for 
at least the next six weeks 
except for exercise, medi- 
cal appointments, essential 
shopping and a few other 
limited exceptions. 

“It’s not hyperbole to say 
that the (National Health 
Service) is going through 
probably the toughest time 
in living memory,’ said 
Siva Anandaciva, chief an- 
alyst of the King’s Fund, a 
U.K. think tank that focus- 
es on health and social care. 
“I was speaking to an emer- 
gency care physician from 
London last week, and she 
was saying that half of her 
shift was spent delivering 
care in ambulances because 


they couldn’t get the pa- 
tients into the emergency 
department.” 

England’s previous na- 
tionwide lockdown ran 
from Nov. 5 to Dec. 5. In 
announcing the new stay- 
at-home order, Johnson 
said it won’t be reviewed 
for lifting until at least 
mid-February. By _ that 
time, the government hopes 
to have given one dose of a 
COVID-19 vaccine to about 
13 million people who are 
most at risk, potentially al- 
lowing some relaxation of 
the restrictions. 

Under the latest lock- 
down, schools and outdoor 
sports facilities are closed 
along with bars, restau- 
rants, hair salons, gyms, 
theaters and most shops. 

“The weeks ahead will be 
the hardest yet, but I real- 
ly do believe that we are 
entering the last phase of 
the struggle,” Johnson told 
the nation Monday night. 
“Because with every jab 
that goes into our arms, we 
are tilting the odds against 
COVID and in favor of the 
British people.” 

Scotland’s leader, Nicola 
Sturgeon, also imposed a 
lockdown that began Tues- 
day. Northern Ireland and 
Wales had already imposed 
tough measures, though 


rules vary. Each nation in 
the United Kingdom con- 
trols its own health policy 
under the country’s system 
of devolved government. 

Johnson and Sturgeon 
said the restrictions were 
needed to protect the hard- 
pressed National Health 
Service aS a new, more 
contagious variant of coro- 
navirus sweeps across Brit- 
ain. On Monday, hospitals 
in England were treating 
26,626 COVID-19 patients, 
40 percent more than during 
the first peak in mid-April. 

Many U.K. hospitals have 
already been forced to can- 
cel elective surgeries and 
the strain of responding 
to the pandemic may soon 
delay cancer surgery and 
limit intensive care ser- 
vices for patients without 
COVID-19. 

In December, a record 
2,930 people were forced 
to wait 12 hours or more 
before hospitals could find 
beds for them, the Health 
Service Journal report- 
ed Monday, citing leaked 
figures from the National 
Health Service. The previ- 
ous high of 2,847 waits of 
at least 12 hours for a hos- 
pital bed was reported in 
January 2020. 

Public health officials 
hope the new lockdown 


will reduce the strains on 
the NHS while they roll 
out a national vaccination 
program that targets older 
people, health care work- 
ers and those particularly 
vulnerable to COVID-19. 
Britain has approved two 
vaccine shots so far — one 
from Pfizer-BioNTech and 
the other from Oxford Uni- 
versity and AstraZeneca. 

As of Monday, the NHS 
had vaccinated 1.3 million 
people across the U.K. The 
government plans to have 
almost 1,000 vaccination 
centers operating across the 
country by the end of this 
week, Johnson said. 

While rollout of the vac- 
cination program is com- 
plicated, Anandaciva of the 
King’s Fund said the struc- 
ture of the NHS will help 
it deliver the shots. In ad- 
dition to a nationwide net- 
work of hospitals, doctors 
and nurses, it can rely on 
other allied health care pro- 
fessionals, such as pharma- 
cists, to deliver the vaccine. 

“That’s one area where 
you can really maximize 
the benefits of having a na- 
tionalized service because 
you can ... establish hubs, 
you can pool staff, and 
you’ve got a very strong 
brand to attract people,” he 
said. “I think the NHS is 


Sharpton: Firing officer who 
killed Andre Hill is not enough 


By FARNOUSH AMIRI and 
ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS 
Report for America/ 

Associated Press 


COLUMBUS, Ohio 
As light snow fell around 
the Ohio church Tuesday 
morning, Andre Hill’s fam- 
ily, friends and strangers 
angry about his death — 
clad in their Sunday best 
and Black Lives Matter 
masks — walked in to honor 
his life. 

Inside the church in Co- 
lumbus, a photo of Hill, 
47, surrounded by the fac- 
es of Tamir Rice, Breonna 
Taylor and the other Black 
people killed by authori- 
ties in recent years leaned 
against the stage next to his 
open casket. A white mark 
was taped on every other 
chair to facilitate social 
distancing during the coro- 
navirus pandemic. 

State Sen. Hearcel Craig 
greeted guests at the door. 
The Democratic lawmaker 
is a minister at southwest 
Columbus’ The Church of 
God, where Hill’s service 
was taking place. 

“This is the second time 
in three weeks I have been 


here to honor the life of a 
Black man taken by this 
city’s officials,” Craig said. 

The first was for the fu- 
neral of 23-year-old Ca- 
sey Goodson Jr., who was 
killed by a Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Office deputy on 
Dec. 4. 

Scarcely three weeks lat- 
er, Columbus Police Offi- 
cer Adam Coy can be seen 
in bodycam footage fatally 
shooting Hill early Dec. 22 
as Hill emerged from a ga- 
rage holding a cellphone in 
his left hand with his right 
hand obscured. He was vis- 
iting a family friend at the 
time. 

The Rev. Al Sharpton 
delivered Hill’s eulogy, 
saluting Columbus Mayor 
Andrew Ginther and other 
city officials for ordering 
the firing of Coy less than a 
week after he shot Hill. But 
he said it’s not enough. 

“We cannot have a prec- 
edent that if you kill us, 
you just lose your job and 
keep living your life as 
you were,’ Sharpton told 
mourners. 

Hill’s daughter, Karissa 
Hill, broke down in tears 
while speaking about her 


father on stage. 

“He was my gentle giant. 
He was my best friend,” she 
said. “We had special bond 
that nobody understood.” 

A city council member 
introduced a resolution 
called Andre’s Law that 
would ensure Columbus 
police officers use their 
body cameras accurately 
by turning them on before 
shootings take place and to 
give victims aid within an 
appropriate timeframe. 

“Being Black in Amer- 
ica gives us cause to be 
cynical, and we must say 
enough is enough,” Shan- 
non Hardin, the Democrat- 
ic chair of the Columbus 
City Council, said at the 
beginning of Hill’s service. 

Ginther, U.S. Rep. Joyce 
Beatty, state Rep. Erica 
Crawley were among a 
number of lawmakers and 
leaders in attendance. 

Beatty, a Columbus Dem- 
ocrat and chair of the Con- 
gressional Black Caucus, 
noted that Hill died wearing 
a Black Lives Matter shirt, 
which she called a symbol 
of resistance against exces- 
sive police force. 

“His death will not mere- 


ly be a rallying cry at pro- 
tests. His death will not be 
in vain. His memory will 
not be forgotten,” Beatty 
said. “Instead his life will 
be celebrated as a call for 
justice, his legacy upheld 
by all.” 

In the moments after Hill 
was fatally shot, addition- 
al bodycam footage shows 
two other Columbus offi- 
cers rolled Hill over and put 
handcuffs on him before 
leaving him alone again. 
None of them, according to 
the footage released Thurs- 
day, offered any first aid 
even though Hill was bare- 
ly moving, groaning and 
bleeding while laying on 
the garage floor. 

Coy, who had a long his- 
tory of complaints from cit- 
izens, was fired Dec. 28 for 
failing to activate his body 
camera before the confron- 
tation and for not providing 
medical aid to Hill. 

Beyond an internal Co- 
lumbus police department 
investigation, Ohio’s attor- 
ney general, the U.S. attor- 
ney for central Ohio and 
the FBI have begun their 
own probes into the shoot- 
ing. 


Hank Aaron, civil rights leaders 
get vaccinated in Georgia 


By MICHAEL WARREN 
and RON HARRIS 
Associated Press 


ATLANTA Baseball 
Hall of Famer Hank Aar- 
on, former U.N. Ambassa- 
dor and civil rights leader 
Andrew Young and former 
U.S. Health and Human 
Services Secretary Lou- 
is Sullivan got vaccinated 
against COVID-19 in Geor- 
gia on Tuesday, hoping to 
send a message to Black 
Americans that the shots 
are safe. 

Getting vaccinated 
“makes me feel wonderful,” 
Aaron told The Associat- 
ed Press. “I don’t have any 
qualms about it at all, you 
know. I feel quite proud of 
myself for doing something 
like this. ... It’s just a small 
thing that can help zillions 
of people in this country.” 

Rolling up their sleeves to 
take the first of two doses, 
these octogenarians, their 
spouses and several other 
civil rights leaders who re- 
ceived the shots in a brand- 
new health clinic at the 
Morehouse School of Med- 
icine acknowledged the leg- 
acy of mistrust that many 
African Americans have 
toward medical research, 
stemming from the infa- 


mous Tuskegee experiment 
in which U.S. health work- 
ers left syphilis untreated 
in Black men without their 
consent, making them suf- 
fer needlessly. 

“I’ve been taking vaccines 
now for 88 years and I hav- 
en’t been sick,” Young said. 
“The truth of it is, Black 
folk have been living by 
shots, and just because they 
did something crazy and 
murderous and evil back in 
1931, we’re still thinking 
about that. We’ve got to get 
over that.” 

The disinformation is dif- 
ficult to overcome: A De- 
cember survey by The Asso- 
ciated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research 
showed 40 percent of Black 
people said they would not 
get the coronavirus vaccine. 
Such hesitancy is more en- 
trenched than among white 
people, even though Black 
Americans have been hit 
harder by the virus. 

Dr. Valerie Montgomery 
Rice, president and dean of 
the Morehouse School of 
Medicine, applauded Tues- 
day’s volunteers, calling 
them “trusted messengers” 
as the school launches a 
public vaccination cam- 
paign with the help of a $40 
million federal grant from 


the HHS Office of Minority 
Health to fight COVID-19 
in underserved communi- 
ties. 

Starting on Saturday, the 
just-opened clinic will ad- 
minister its first allotment 
of 500 Moderna vaccines 
to people 75 and older who 
sign up through the school’s 
website. They’ll be able to 
get vaccinated by appoint- 
ment, without waiting or 
even leaving their cars, she 
said. People 65 and old- 
er can get their shots days 
later, following state proto- 
cols. 

“It is time for us to take 
charge of what is happen- 
ing in our communities and 
lead by example,” Rice said. 
“The Morehouse School of 
Medicine was founded 47 
years ago to do exactly this 
— to take care of our com- 
munity.” 

Others who got the shot on 
Tuesday included the moth- 
er of Atlanta Mayor Keisha 
Lance-Bottoms. “You know 
that if Pm bringing my 
mother to get vaccinated, 
that it’s safe. It’s best for 
our community,” the mayor 
said. 

Young, who also served 
in Congress and as mayor 
of Atlanta, said he’s taken 
many vaccines while trav- 


eling to 141 nations during 
his career, often on mis- 
sions to eradicate polio. He 
still remembers seeing its 
victims stuck in iron lungs 
in Warm Springs, Georgia — 
“It was a devastating thing 
to get polio,” he said — and 
last year, he was able to cel- 
ebrate its eradication in Ni- 
geria, administering drops 
to 100 mothers and their 
babies. 

‘Tm a product of vac- 
cines. Why would I want to 
stop now?” Young said. 

Young said he recruited 
Aaron and his wife, Billye 
Suber Aaron, to get their 
shots with him and Sullivan, 
who founded the medical 
school a half-century ago 
and later joined the Cabinet 
of President George H.W. 
Bush. The Aarons, for their 
part, have given more mon- 
ey to the medical school 
than the slugger made in 
his last five years of playing 
baseball, Young observed. 

Young praised the new 
clinic, saying it will make 
medicine “more relevant 
and more safe and more 
available to poor folks of 
color.” 

“I think that’s what we 
need all across the state of 
Georgia and the South,” he 
said. 
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UK hospitals stagger as new virus variant takes huge toll 


doing quite a good job of 
setting up the logistics of 
how you will get the vac- 
cine into the right places.” 

In the meantime, grants 
are being given to help 
businesses further strained 
by the new rules. Grants of 
up to 9,000 pounds will be 
offered to businesses in the 
retail, hospitality and lei- 
sure sectors. 

“The new strain of the 
virus presents us all with 
a huge challenge — and, 
whilst the vaccine is being 
rolled out, we have needed 
to tighten restrictions fur- 
ther,” Treasury chief Rishi 
Sunak said. “Throughout 
the pandemic we’ve taken 
swift action to protect lives 
and livelihoods and today 
we're announcing a further 
cash injection to support 
businesses and jobs until 
the spring.” 

Johnson announced the 
lockdown after the chief 
medical officers of En- 
gland, Northern Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales raised 
the U.K.-wide COVID-19 
threat assessment to the 
highest level. The health 
system is already under 
“immense pressure,” they 
said. 

The new measures are 
similar to those imposed 
last spring, with people be- 


ing told to work from home 
unless it’s impossible to do 
so, and to leave home only 
for exercise or essential 
trips such as grocery shop- 
ping. Schools across En- 
gland were ordered to close 
their doors except for the 
children of critical workers 
and most vulnerable chil- 
dren, and shift to online 
instruction beginning Tues- 
day. University students 
won’t return to campus un- 
til at least mid-February. 

All nonessential shops 
and personal care services 
like hairdressers will stay 
closed. Restaurants will 
be allowed to offer takeout 
services only. 

New COVID-19 infec- 
tions have soared in recent 
weeks as public health of- 
ficials struggled to contain 
the new variant, which the 
government says is 50 per- 
cent to 70 percent more 
contagious. The number of 
confirmed new daily infec- 
tions in the past seven days 
jumped 50 percent from the 
previous week, and corona- 
virus-related deaths rose 21 
percent in the same period. 

Britain reported 830 coro- 
navirus-related deaths on 
Tuesday. The death toll 
from the pandemic is now 
76,423, one of the world’s 
highest tallies. 


NW Indiana mayor 
fires worker after 
New Year’s gunshots 


HAMMOND (AP) — A 
northwest Indiana may- 
or has fired a city worker 
after the man allegedly 
put others at risk by firing 
gunshots into the air to 
celebrate the New Year. 

Hammond Mayor Thom- 
as McDermott said Mon- 
day in a social media post- 
ing that he fired a water 
department worker after 
a video surfaced on Face- 
book apparently showing 
the man firing two cele- 
bratory shots into the air 
on New Year’s Eve, while 
standing next to someone 
who fired several shots. 

McDermott called those 
gunshots a “dangerous 
action” in a social media 
posting in which he asked 
where those who fire such 
gunshots “think the bullets 
are going to end up? In or- 
bit?” 

Celebratory gunfire long 
has been a concern in Ham- 
mond, where a 13-year- 


old boy, Noah Inman, was 
killed as he played basket- 
ball on July 4, 2017, when 
he was struck by a bullet 
falling from the sky. 

No one has been charged 
in Inman’s death, but de- 
tectives suspected the 
bullet that killed him was 
fired into the sky by some- 
one in the area in celebra- 
tion of the Fourth of July. 

“Haven’t we, as a soci- 
ety, learned a thing from 
his tragic murder?” Mc- 
Dermott wrote in his post- 
ing. 

The mayor said the wa- 
ter department employee 
he fired was charged and 
issued a Hammond ordi- 
nance violation. 

The (Northwest Indiana) 
Times reported that it was 
not naming the dismissed 
employee because it could 
not immediately confirm 
whether the charges Mc- 
Dermott mentioned have 
been formally filed. 


Fire causes extensive 


damage to 


Kokomo 


Tribune building 


KOKOMO (AP) — A 
fire Tuesday morning 
caused extensive smoke 
and water damage to the 
Kokomo Tribune building, 
officials said. 

The fire was reported 
shortly before 4 a.m. and 
firefighters remained on 
the scene for about six 
hours, the newspaper re- 
ported. 

“I would say it is ma- 
jor, because they had to 
put a lot of water on it,” 
Kokomo Fire Department 
Inspector Glenda Myers 


said of the damage. 

Firefighters did not ini- 
tially see the source of the 
flames and used an exca- 
vator to tear down an east- 
ern wall, Myers said. 

Once firefighters were 
able to enter the area of 
the building where the 
flames appeared to be 
coming from, they were 
able to quickly extinguish 
the blaze, she said. 

The cause of the fire and 
its origin inside the build- 
ing was under investiga- 
tion. 


2 rescued from car crash 
in northern Indiana 


SOUTH BEND (AP) — 
Two people were rescued 
Tuesday morning after be- 
ing trapped inside a crashed 
car in a northern Indiana 
ditch, authorities said. 

Hunters discovered the 
crash around 8:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, the St. Joseph 
County Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment said in a news release. 

The occupants likely were 
trapped for less than 24 
hours, the release said. The 
property owner believes the 
vehicle likely crashed after 
dark Monday and missed a 
curve while driving down a 
dirt lane. 

The occupants of the ve- 
hicle said they were not 
sure when they crashed or 


how long they had been 
trapped, the release said. 

The female driver suf- 
fered from several injuries, 
including a possible broken 
foot, it said. The male pas- 
senger suffered from multi- 
ple unknown injuries. Both 
were hospitalized. 

The two were found con- 
scious and alert, responders 
at the scene said. 

Kathie Dhuivetter, who 
lives nearby, said a sand pit 
and pond are located near 
the spot where the car slid 
off the road. 

“If they had went any fur- 
ther, they probably would 
have just drowned,’ she 
told the South Bend Tri- 
bune. 
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Pence torn between Trump, Constitution 


By ZEKE MILLER 
and JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON He 
has been President Donald 
Trump’s most loyal soldier, 
dutifully backing the unpre- 
dictable leader and largely 
avoiding his ire. 

Now Vice President Mike 
Pence finds himself in the 
most precarious position of 
his tenure as he prepares to 
preside over Wednesday’s 
congressional tally of Elector- 
al College votes, the last front 
in Trump’s futile attempts to 
overturn President-elect Joe 
Biden’s victory in the No- 
vember election. 

Seated on the House of Rep- 
resentatives’ rostrum, Pence 
will bear witness to the for- 
malization of Trump’s — and 
his own — election defeat, as 
tellers from the House and 
Senate record states’ electoral 
votes. At the end of the count, 
it will be his job to announce 
who has won the majority of 
votes for both president and 
vice president. 

But Pence, whose pro- 
scribed role is largely pro for- 
ma, is under intense pressure 
from the president and le- 
gions of supporters who want 
the vice president to use the 
moment to overturn the will 
of the voters in a handful of 
critical battleground states. 

“I hope Mike Pence comes 
through for us, I have to tell 
you,” Trump said at a rally 
Monday night in Georgia for 
candidates in two Senate run- 
off elections. 

“Of course, if he doesn’t 


COVID-19 


From page A1 


ample vaccine for all eligi- 
ble healthcare workers reg- 
istering for appointments at 
our vaccination clinic at the 
Parkview Mirro Center for 
Research and Innovation,” 
said Floor. “We receive a 
weekly vaccine allocation 
from the (ISDH) and this 
provides ample supply for 
the week’s vaccination ap- 
pointments.” 

As part of the state’s vac- 
cination plan, Marion Gen- 
eral Hospital (MGH) has 
been designated as a Phase 
1-A vaccine distribution site 
and will be responsible for 
handling the vaccination of 
health care workers in Grant 
and Wabash counties. 

On Thursday, Dec. 14, Lu- 
theran Health community 
relations and strategic events 
director Joy Lohse said they 
would begin vaccinations the 
following morning at Dupont 
Hospital in Fort Wayne and 
Kosciusko Community Hos- 
pital in Warsaw. 

On Tuesday, Dec. 29, Lohse 
said they had received their 
second shipment of the Pfizer 
vaccine and the first shipment 
of the Moderna vaccine. 

Floor said they have an 
“ample supply” of the Pfizer 
vaccine on hand at Parkview 
Health. 

“(This) is allocated to 
Parkview Health by the ISDH 
because we have the ultracold 
storage capacity and the phar- 
macy personnel to manage 
the vaccine supply. 

For more information, vis- 
it www.coronavirus.in.gov/ 
vaccine. 


School figures 


The ISDH’s school dash- 
board was updated Mon- 
day, Jan. 5 with data as of 
11:59 p.m. Friday, Jan. 2. The 
dashboard is updated weekly 
at noon Mondays. 

Statewide, 175 schools re- 
ported no cases, 1,886 report- 
ed one or more case and 307 
have not reported. 

In Wabash County, only 
White’s Jr/Sr. High School 
has reported to the ISDH that 
they have no cases. 

During the latest update, 
Wabash County schools with 
one or more confirmed cases 
included: 

E Manchester Jr/Sr. High 
School (MHS) reported few- 
er than five new student pos- 
itive cases, fewer than five 
new teacher positive cases, 
36 total student positive cas- 
es, eight total teacher positive 
cases and eight total staff pos- 
itive cases. 

E Manchester Elementary 
School (MES) reported few- 
er than five each new student 
positive casestotal student 
positive cases, total teacher 
positive cases and total staff 
positive cases. 


come through, I won’t like 
him quite as much,’ Trump 
added, drawing laughs. He 
said Pence was “going to 
have a lot to say about it. And 
you know one thing with him, 
you're going to get straight 
shots. He’s going to call it 
straight.” 

Trump continued to pile 
on Tuesday, tweeting that 
Pence “has the power to re- 
ject fraudulently chosen elec- 
tors.” The Constitution does 
not grant the vice president 
any such power — it is up 
to the House and Senate to 
voice objections — and states’ 
electors were chosen in ac- 
cordance with state law, not 
fraudulently. 

Pence has nonetheless spent 
hours huddling with the pres- 
ident, staff and the Senate 
parliamentarian ahead of 
Wednesday’s proceedings. 
His office declined to discuss 
his plans, but people close to 
the vice president stressed his 
respect for institutions and 
said they expect him to act in 
accordance with the law and 
hew to the Constitution. 

“I think he will approach 
this as a constitutionalist, 
basically, and say, ‘What’s 
my role in the Constitution 
as president of the Senate?’” 
said David McIntosh, pres- 
ident of the conservative 
Club for Growth and a Pence 
friend. “What he’ll do is al- 
low anybody who is going to 
move to object to be heard, 
but then abide by what the 
majority of the Senate makes 
the outcome.” 

In fulfilling one of the few 
formal responsibilities of 


E Manchester Intermediate 
School (MIS) reported six to- 
tal student positive cases. 

E Metro North Elemen- 
tary School reported fewer 
than five each total student 
positive cases, total teacher 
positive cases and total staff 
positive cases. 

E Heartland Career Center 
reported fewer than five total 
staff positive cases. 

E Sharp Creek Elemen- 
tary School reported fewer 
than five each total student 
positive cases, total teacher 
positive cases and total staff 
positive cases. 

E Northfield Jr/Sr. High 
School (NHS) reported 36 
total student positive cases, 
fewer than five total teacher 
positive cases and eight total 
staff positive cases. 

E O.J. Neighbours Elemen- 
tary School reported fewer 
than five total student positive 
cases, eight total teacher posi- 
tive cases and fewer than five 
total staff positive cases. 

E Wabash Middle School 
reported 10 total student pos- 
itive cases. 

E Wabash High School re- 
ported 10 total student pos- 
itive cases, fewer than five 
total teacher positive cases 
and fewer than five total staff 
positive cases. 

E St. Bernard Elementary 
School reported fewer than 
five total teacher positive cas- 
es. 

@ Southwood Jr/Sr. High 
School (SHS) reported 14 to- 
tal student positive cases and 
fewer than five total staff pos- 
itive cases. 

E Southwood Elementary 
School reported fewer than 
five each total student posi- 
tive cases, total teacher posi- 
tive cases and total staff pos- 
itive cases. 

On the Manchester Com- 
munity Schools’ (MCS) own 
dashboard the information 
is updated once contact trac- 
ing is complete and all close 
contacts have been notified. 
MCS defines close contact is 
when an individual is within 6 
feet for more than 15 minutes 
of someone with confirmed 
COVID-19. 

“The Wabash County Health 
Department determined close 
contacts in conjunction with 
school personnel and advised 
us who to quarantine,’ stated 
MCS. 

The individually reported 
MCS cases include: 

E Sept. 28: One case each 
at MES and MHS, with five 
people quarantined. 

E Oct. 10: One case at 
MHS, with one person quar- 
antined. 

E Oct. 14: One case at 
MHS, with two people quar- 
antined. 

E Oct. 15: One case at 
MES, with five people quar- 
antined. And one case at 
MHS, with two people quar- 
antined. 


E Oct. 16: One case at 
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President Donald Trump, joined by Vice President Mike Pence, speaks Nov. 24 at the White House 
in Washington, D.C. Pence will preside over today’s congressional tally of Electoral College votes. 


the vice presidency, Pence 
also risks compromising his 
own political future. Pence 
is eyeing his own run for the 
White House in 2024, and is 
banking on his years of loy- 
alty to Trump -— likely to be 
the GOP’s top kingmaker for 
years to come — to help him 
stand out in what is expected 
to be a crowded field. 

That means he must avoid 
angering Trump along with 
large portions of the Repub- 
lican base, who have bought 
into the president’s unsup- 
ported claims of widespread 
election fraud and have been 
falsely led to believe that 
Pence has the power to re- 
verse the outcome by reject- 
ing the votes from states like 
Georgia, Michigan, Wiscon- 
sin and Pennsylvania that 


MHS, with 34 people quar- 
antined. 

E Oct. 20: One case at 
MHS, with no additional peo- 
ple quarantined. 

E Oct. 21: One case at MIS, 
with one person quarantined. 

E Oct. 28: One case at 
MHS, with no additional peo- 
ple quarantined. 

E Nov. 2: One case at MHS, 
with two people quarantined. 

E Nov. 3: Two cases at 
MHS, with two people quar- 
antined. 

E Nov. 4: One case at MHS, 
with one person quarantined. 

E Nov. 4: One case at MIS 
with one person quarantined. 

E Nov. 5: One case at MHS, 
with one person quarantined. 

E Nov. 6: One case at MES, 
and one case at MHS, with 
two people quarantined. 

E Nov. 8: One case at MCS 
Transportation, with one per- 
son quarantined. 

E Nov. 9: One case at MHS, 
with one person quarantined. 

E Nov. 10: Three cases at 
MHS, with three people quar- 
antined; and one case at MES, 
with one person quarantined. 

M Nov. 13: One case at 
MHS, with three people quar- 
antined. 

E Nov. 14: One case at 
MHS, with three people quar- 
antined. 

E Nov. 16: Two cases at 
MHS, with seven people 
quarantined; one case at MCS 
Transportation including all 
schools in the district, with 25 
people quarantined; and one 
case at MHS, with five people 
quarantined. 

M Nov. 17: One case at 
MES, with 22 people quar- 
antined; and one case at MCS 
Transportation, with four 
people quarantined. 

M Nov. 19: One case at 
MHS, with six people quar- 
antined; and one case at MCS 
Transportation, with one per- 
son quarantined. 

E Nov. 20: Two cases at 
MHS, with 15 people quar- 
antined. 

E Nov. 22: One case at 
MES, with 11 people quaran- 
tined. 

E Nov. 23: One case at 
MHS, with two people quar- 
antined. 

E Nov. 24: Four cases at 
MHS, with 24 people quar- 
antined. 

E Nov. 25: One case at 
MHS, with four people quar- 
antined. 

E Nov. 29: One case at 
MHS, with one person quar- 
antined. 

WE Nov. 30: One case at 
MHS, with one person quar- 
antined. 

E Dec. 1: One case at MIS, 
with three people quaran- 
tined; and one case at MHS, 
with three people quaran- 
tined. 

E Dec. 3: One case at MHS, 
with two people quarantined. 

E Dec. 4: One case at MHS, 
with one person quarantined. 

E Dec. 8: Three cases at 


swung from Trump in 2016 
to Biden in 2020. 

“Stop the steal!” voters in 
Georgia chanted to Pence at a 
rally for the Senate candidates 
at the Rock Springs Church in 
Milner, Georgia, on Monday. 

“I know we all — we all 
got our doubts about the last 
election. And I want to assure 
you, I share the concerns of 
millions of Americans about 
voting irregularities,’ Pence 
told the crowd. “And I prom- 
ise you, come this Wednes- 
day, we’ll have our day in 
Congress. We’ll hear the ob- 
jections. We’ll hear the evi- 
dence.” 

On Wednesday beginning 
at 1 p.m., Pence is to preside 
over a joint session of Con- 
gress. His role is to open the 
certificates of the electoral 


MHS, with five people quar- 
antined. 

E Dec. 10: Two cases at 
MHS, with 15 people quar- 
antined. 

E Dec. 14: One case at 
MIS, with 17 people quaran- 
tined. 

E Dec. 16: One case at 
MES, with 16 people quaran- 
tined. 

E Dec. 17: One case at 
MHS, with 21 people quar- 
antined. 

E Dec. 19: One case at 
MHS, with four people quar- 
antined. 

E Dec. 20: One case at 
MHS, with three people quar- 
antined. 

E Dec. 23: One case at 
MHS, with one person quar- 
antined; and one case at MIS, 
with three people quarantied. 

E Dec. 26: One case at 
MIS, with one person quar- 
antined. 

E Dec. 28: Two cases at 
MHS, with four people quar- 
antined. 

E Dec. 31: One case at 
MHS, with one person quar- 
antined. 

E Jan. 2: One case at MHS, 
with two people quarantined. 

E Jan. 3: One case at the 
MCS Administrative Office, 
one person quarantined. 

E Jan. 4: One case at the 
MCS Administrative Office, 
one person quarantined. 


Testing continues 
at Parkview Wabash 


OptumServe will admin- 
ister free COVID-19 testing 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tues- 
days through Saturdays at 
Parkview Wabash Hospi- 
tal “on an on-going basis.” 
Testing will take place at 
8 John Kissinger Drive in 
the first-floor conference 
room of the Medical Office 
Building (MOB) adjoining 
Parkview Wabash Hospital. 
Testing site patrons should 
not use the MOB entrance 
or enter through the hospi- 
tal, but instead, enter and 
exit through the designat- 
ed entrance between the 
two buildings. Signage will 
mark the appropriate en- 
trance, which is within a 
few steps of the conference 
room and testing site. 


Local figures 


On Friday, the ISDH re- 
ported 23 new local positive 
COVID-19 cases, bringing 
Wabash County’s total to 
2,630, with 12,106 tests. The 
local seven-day positivity 
rating for all tests was 5.5 
percent. The local seven-day 
positivity rating for unique 
individuals was 21.7 percent. 

On Saturday, the ISDH re- 
ported seven new local posi- 
tive COVID-19 cases, bring- 
ing Wabash County’s total 
to 2,637, with 12,142 tests. 
The local seven-day positivi- 
ty rating for all tests was 6.2 
percent. The local seven-day 


votes from each state and 
present them to the appoint- 
ed “tellers” from the House 
and Senate in alphabetical 
order. At the end of the count, 
it falls to Pence to announce 
who won. 

Allies stress his role is large- 
ly ministerial, and that the 
electoral count could only be 
overturned by the lawmakers 
— a virtual impossibility given 
that Democrats control the 
House. But Pence on Sunday 
held a two-hour meeting that 
included the Senate parlia- 
mentarian to review his role 
and responsibilities 

And on Monday, Pence 
was in the Oval Office with 
Trump and senior aides as the 
president continued to seek 
pathways to overturn the elec- 
tion results. 


positivity rating for unique 
individuals was 23.9 percent. 

On Sunday, the ISDH re- 
ported four new local posi- 
tive COVID-19 cases, bring- 
ing Wabash County’s total 
to 2,641, with 12,159 tests. 
The local seven-day positivi- 
ty rating for all tests was 6.3 
percent. The local seven-day 
positivity rating for unique 
individuals was 24.1 percent. 

On Monday, the ISDH re- 
ported 24 new local positive 
COVID-19 cases, bringing 
Wabash County’s total to 
2,665, with 12,191 tests. The 
local seven-day positivity 
rating for all tests was 6.1 
percent. The local seven-day 
positivity rating for unique 
individuals was 23.7 percent. 

On Tuesday, the ISDH re- 
ported eight new local posi- 
tive COVID-19 cases, bring- 
ing Wabash County’s total 
to 2,673, with 12,217 tests. 
The local seven-day positivi- 
ty rating for all tests was 6.5 
percent. The local seven-day 
positivity rating for unique 
individuals was 23.7 percent. 


Statewide figures 


On Tuesday, the ISDH 
announced that 3,477 addi- 
tional Hoosiers have been 
diagnosed with COVID-19 
through testing at state and 
private laboratories. That 
brings to 533,083 the num- 
ber of Indiana residents now 
known to have had the novel 
coronavirus following cor- 
rections to the previous day’s 
dashboard. 

A total of 8,292 Hoosiers 
are confirmed to have died 
from COVID-19, an increase 
of 142 from the previous day. 
Another 371 probable deaths 
have been reported based on 
clinical diagnoses in patients 
for whom no positive test is 
on record. Deaths are report- 
ed based on when data are 
received by the state and oc- 
curred over multiple days. 

To date, 2,681,739 unique 
individuals have been test- 
ed in Indiana, up from 
2,675,056 on Monday. A to- 
tal of 5,845,344 tests, includ- 
ing repeat tests for unique in- 
dividuals, have been reported 
to the ISDH since Feb. 26. 

Besides the Wabash site, the 
ISDH will offer free testing 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. through 
Saturday at the following lo- 
cations: 

E Schinkle Station, 111 W. 
State St., Huntington. 

E Lawrence County Fair- 
grounds, 11265 US 50, Bed- 
ford. 

mM Wayne County Fair- 
grounds, 861 Salisbury Road, 
Richmond. 

To find other testing sites 
around the state, visit www. 
coronavirus.in.gov and click 
on the COVID-19 testing in- 
formation link. 

Rob Burgess, Wabash Plain Deal- 
er editor, may be reached by email 
at rourgess@wabashplaindealer. 
com. 
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election,’ said Walorski late 
Monday, in response to a 
Plain Dealer request. “That 
is why I strongly support the 
creation of an Electoral Com- 
mission to conduct an emer- 
gency audit of presidential 
election returns before Inau- 
guration Day. This thorough 
and transparent examination 
would help restore confi- 
dence in our electoral system 
and provide individual states 
a remedy if fraud or miscon- 
duct are confirmed to have 
affected the results. However, 
if Congress cannot reach a 
bipartisan agreement to take 
this commonsense step, I plan 
to vote to formally object to 
certain electors from contest- 
ed states. Regardless of the 
outcome of this or any elec- 
tion, members of both parties 
have a responsibility to work 
together to ensure our elec- 
tions are free, fair, and secure. 
Restoring the American peo- 
ple’s trust in our democratic 
institutions must be among 
our top priorities in the 117th 
Congress.” 

Vice President Mike Pence, 
who is under pressure to tip 
the results for Trump, will 
be closely watched as he pre- 
sides in a ceremonial role over 
Wednesday’s joint session. 

The congressional effort to 
keep Trump in office is be- 
ing led by Sens. Josh Hawley 
of Missouri and Ted Cruz of 
Texas, along with rank-and- 
file House members, some on 
the party’s fringe. 

Cruz’s coalition of 11 Re- 
publican senators vows to re- 
ject the Electoral College tal- 
lies unless Congress launches 
a commission to immediately 
conduct an audit of the elec- 
tion results. Congress is un- 
likely to agree to that. 

The group, which presented 
no new evidence of election 
problems, includes Braun 
and Sens. Ron Johnson of 
Wisconsin, James Lankford 
of Oklahoma, Steve Daines 
of Montana, John Kennedy 
of Louisiana, Marsha Black- 
burn of Tennessee, Cynthia 
Lummis of Wyoming, Roger 
Marshall of Kansas, Bill Hag- 
erty of Tennessee and Tommy 
Tuberville of Alabama. 

Braun did not respond as of 
press time to a Plain Dealer 
request for further comment 
apart from a joint statement 
released Saturday. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell has tried 
to prevent his party from en- 
gaging in this battle, which 
could help define the GOP 
in the post-Trump era. House 
Minority Leader Kevin Mc- 
Carthy, a Trump ally, has de- 
clined to say much publicly 
on it. 

Both Hawley and Cruz 
are potential 2024 presiden- 
tial contenders, vying for 
Trump’s base of supporters. 

With Biden set to be inaugu- 
rated Jan. 20, Trump is inten- 
sifying efforts to prevent the 
traditional transfer of power. 
On a call disclosed Sunday, 
he can be heard pressuring 
Georgia officials to “find” 
him more votes from the Nov. 
3 election he lost in that state. 

This is not the first time 
Walorski and other local Re- 
publican leaders have pub- 
licly and without evidence 
questioned the results of the 
presidential election. 

In December, then Indiana 
Attorney General Curtis Hill 
joined a coalition of 17 state 
attorneys general in an amic- 
us brief led by Missouri At- 
torney General Eric Schmitt 
supporting a Texas effort to 
persuade the Supreme Court 
to review alleged election ir- 
regularities in Georgia, Mich- 
igan, Pennsylvania and Wis- 
consin. 

Dozens of lawsuits filed in 
key battleground states have 
been dismissed or rejected 
due to a lack of evidence to 
support various claims made 
about irregularities and the 
election results. 

The lawsuit filed in Texas 
repeated unsubstantiated ac- 
cusations about the voting in 
four states that went Biden. 
The case demanded that the 
high court invalidate the 
states’ 62 total Electoral Col- 
lege votes. 

Before that case was thrown 
out by the Supreme Court, 
Walorski joined over 100 of 
her Republican colleagues in 
the House of Representatives 
an amicus brief in support of 
the lawsuit. 

The Associated Press also con- 
tributed to this story. Rob Burgess, 
Wabash Plain Dealer editor, may 
be reached by email at rburgess@ 
wabashplaindealer.com. 


